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2015 MCMGA OFFICERS! 

The nominating committee (Barbara Plechaty and Margaret Pace) will have a slate of 

officers for the November Meeting. Additionally, nominations can be made from the 

floor. If you want to nominate from the floor, be sure you have consulted the nominee 

and you are sure they are willing to serve. 

LIVING WALLS OUT OF PALLETS! For the DIY, there is an easy way to make a living 

wall out of used pallets. 

Select a variety of hardy plants that can withstand some exposure. Succulents such as sedums or 

Sempervivums work well from "pups" or cuttings; you'll want to keep your vertical wall horizontal for a 

week or two to let the cuttings root into the medium before standing the wall up. Heuchera, ferns, 

saxifrages, succulents, monkey-flowers and others grow well on these walls. 

Once you've got your plants picked out, it's time to work on the pallet. 

To prep your pallet, first select an appropriate size for your project. Staple weed mat or a fine mesh 

screening on the back and bottom of the pallet to hold potting soil in place. Depending upon the 

condition of the pallet, you might insert chicken wire into the pallet to help hold soil or if there are 

huge gaps between the boards. The wire also provides some growing support for the plants. Once 

the inside of the pallet is filled with soil it will hold the wire in place. 

If the boards are really tight and offer little space for planting, either drill some openings in the boards 

or consider removing one or two. If possible, use a circular bit, like one for door handles, and angle 

the hole downwards into the pallet. Again, this will help to retain soil. 

In terms of soil or growing medium, some folks use a cactus potting mix for certain plants like 

succulents or small cacti. A good potting soil mix is recommended for its consistency, moisture 

retention and even drying. You don't want all the water draining out the bottom and not being 

available to some of the upper plants. Drainage is good, but not to the point where the bottom is 

soggy and the top bone dry. 

If the pallet isn't too large, lay it flat for filling with soil and planting. This will give some shallow rooted 

plants an opportunity to root into the soil before standing the wall up. Work the cuttings or roots into 

the soil without disturbing too much soil. Tamp the soil in around the plants and water thoroughly. If 

the pallet is large, consider placing it first, then filling with soil and plants. 

Attaching drip irrigation lines or setting the pallet in a sprinkler zone is a good way to provide moisture 

for the plants. Drippers allow the water to move down through the medium without washing away soil. 

Shade-tolerant plants might require less water than those grown in full                                                                                  

                                                                                                                                (cont pg 3) 
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MCMGA Meeting Minutes 

7:00 PM, Thursday   October 9, 2014 

 

MCMCA met at the Montgomery County Extension Office where David Baker called the meeting to order.  

 

The minutes were accepted as read in the October 2014 newsletter after a correction—the Albrights donated a plaque instead of plants to 

the Extension Office Shade Garden. 

The Treasurer’s Report was approved and seconded as read in the newsletter.   

 

Agenda— 

***Jim Conatser announced that November is our Seed Swap Month.  Mini-envelopes were distributed.  He noted that members needed to 

give information about the seeds such as name, shade or sun, height of plant, annual or perennial, etc. 

***Tickets are still available for the Louisiana Food Fest Fundraiser Saturday.  This helps Loaves and Fishes raise funds to feed the hungry 

in our area.  Tickets are $10 and it is carryout, as well as eat-in. 

***Karla Kean reminded project chairpersons to get their annual project reports submitted and MG members to get your volunteer hours 

recorded online to be recertified.  Meetings can count one hour for volunteer time that includes the meeting and travel time if you help with 

setup and cleanup this could be more.  MG can receive ½ to 1 hour of CEUs for the program depending on the length.  This is the part that 

you are receiving new information (learning).  The time period of reported hours is from Oct. 2013 through Sept 2014. 

***Karla stated upcoming dates that might interest MG members.  Feb. 26, 2015 will be the Winter School for officers.  Dec. 6 is the Tree 

Steward Class.  The Tree Board needs volunteers to help label trees at Liberty Park.  Two members volunteered. 

***Shane Smith discussed a possible trip to Don Shadow’s Nursery in April or May 2015.  He reminded MG that this could be our  last trip 

because of his declining health.  Email Judie or Phil if you are interested. 

 

Program—Carol Reese, UT Ornamental Horticulture Specialist from Jackson, TN spoke on “A Botanical Version of Peyton Place aka Sex 

and the Single Pistil.”  As always, Carol Reese had the group laughing as her humor and knowledge of plants were shared.  She used a 

slideshow to demonstrate such things as how hummingbirds pollinate, landscape design for wildlife that can incorporate lawns and scrubs, 

and many other things.  Everyone enjoys her informative talk and her humor.  She invited MG to stop by the UT Gardens in Jackson any-

time. 

  

The meeting was adjourned and door prize drawings were held.  

 

Submitted by Beverly Guinn, Secretary, MCMGA 

 

Thanks to our guest speaker, Carol Reese, 

for once again having us in stitches with 

her program. Wonderful to have someone of 

her caliper to come so far to make us 

laugh. 
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The purpose of the Association shall be to support and engage in the 

projects and activities which will foster horticulture related 

activities or any projects and activities which it may deem to be advis-

able to engage in and which will enhance the quality of life of 

the residents of Montgomery County, Tennessee, and all such projects 

and activities shall be in cooperation with the Extension 

Service, University of Tennessee. 

1030 Cumberland Heights Rd 

Ste-A  

Clarksville, TN 37040  

Montgomery County  

Master Gardeners  

Association  

Phone: 931-648-5725 ext 31  

Fax: 931-648-5734  

kkean@utk.edu 

www.montgomerycounty 

mastergardenersassociation

.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FALL GARDENING CHORES! 

The recent cold snap meant that we had to take some of plants 
indoors or into the 

greenhouse. I pruned and dug my large Brugmansias and placed 
them into the garage. 

They were in full bloom, which made it painful. 

NOVEMBER MEETING: Remember our November - Regular Meeting – 
November 13 - 6:30 pm. 

Bring a dish. 
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Karla’s Korner         November 2014 

I hope you all are ready for old man winter to roll through Tennessee because it looks like he is on his way!  It is about 
that time though.   I have a few tips for what you can be doing in November to protect your plants and be prepared for 

next spring! 

 

By now you should have all your perennials cut back and clean up the debris so that you don’t have disease and 
insects overwintering.  A good 3 inch layer of mulch will help to protect the roots from the fluctuations in tem-

peratures that are predicted in the “polar vortex” predicted for this winter. 

Plant trees and woody shrubs:  October through the beginning of April is the prime time to plant balled and burlap 
trees or even container trees.  Make sure you are digging the hole wide and shallow and no deeper than the root 
flare on the plant.  To identify the root flare you may have to remove some of the upper soil and literally look and 
see where it begins to flare out and then plant accordingly.  If your trees look like telephone poles sticking out of 
the ground that is a good indication that they were planted too deeply and this will have negative effects in the 
future survival of the plant.  For more information on planting trees properly check out this website http://

www.treesaregood.com. 

Flower bulbs, including garlic, should be in the ground ASAP if you have not already done so.  We may soon be at 
the point where the upper surface of the ground is frozen and this is just not a good environment for the newly 
planted bulbs to survive and prosper.  Again, mulch over these with a good 3 inch layer of organic mulch (leaves, 

compost, wood chips etc) to protect those bulbs from freezing temperatures. 

 

 

SAVE THE DATE: 

Tennessee Master Gardener Winter School will be held in Murfreesboro on February 26-27th.  Details are pending at this 
moment, but as soon as registration forms and full schedule are available I will send this out to you all.  This is a great 
opportunity to hone in on your leadership and education skills.  Plus we have a lot of fun networking with other Master 

Gardener Volunteers across the state! 

 

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES: 

Master Gardener Hotline:  If you would like a warm place to get some hours, working in the office this winter provides a 

great venue!  We have resources here to help you answer homeowner questions from incoming calls but we also need 
help with data entry for 4-H, making copies and much more that would greatly benefit the Extension staff as well as al-

lowing you to build up your hours. 

 

Middle TN Landscape Management Shortcourse January 13 – 14th in Williamson County:  This may be something that 
you decide to attend to earn CEU’s.  The program is aimed at commercial landscape professionals but there are topics 
that Master Gardeners may be interested in.  Also, I need one or two volunteers who would like to attend (at no cost) to 
assist with moderating sessions, putting out snacks, helping with registration and just general things that need  to be 
done to help Extension staff as they coordinate speakers and make sure the workshop runs smoothly.  Please contact me 

if you are interested in going as you can ride with me. 

 

Lastly I hope that all of you are able to spend time with loved ones over the holidays and spend time remembering those 

who helped set these traditions that we now carry on. 

"Gratitude makes sense of our past, brings peace for today, and creates a vision for tomorrow."  Melody Beattie 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.treesaregood.com
http://www.treesaregood.com
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Tennessee State University, The University of Tennessee, USDA,  

and County Governments Cooperating. The Agricultural Extension Service  

offers its programs to all persons regardless to race, color, national origin,  

sex, age, or disability and is an Equal Opportunity Employer.  

President  David Baker                931-624-5711      cqp425@gmail.com 

Past President  Colleen Teet              931-326-5899      colleen37142@yahoo.com       

VP Program  Linda Earp/Tina Dunlap   

VP Project  Jim Conatser              931-561-0929     Jim_Conatser@yahoo.com  

Secretary  Beverly Guinn              931-645-2554      beverly.guinn@gmail.com  

Treasurer  Jerry Weatherspoon  931-206-7610       weatherspoone@charter.net  

Refreshments  Volunteers    

Historian  (position open)    

Newsletter  Judie Treangen  931–320-6897       judie.treangen@yahoo.com  

Website  Phil Greenawalt  931-320-6910        philnjudie@gmail.com  

Date            Event          Time     Location           Program/Contact  

11/13      MG Gen Mtg             6:30pm    Ag Ctr             Jason Powell (Heirloom Roses) + Seed                       

                                                                              Swap. He will have some for sale 

12/3        Exec Mtg                  4:30pm   Conf Rm 

12/11      Christmas Mtg         6:30pm    Ag Ctr              Awards, Good Food and Fun 

 

 

Dates to Remember  

2014 – MASTER GARDENER/MONT. CO., TREAS. REPORT  

2014  Montgomery County Master Gardener Association 

      Treasurer Report 

September 30 2014 

Balance October 1, 2014                              9,468.31 

 

Add   

 

Total                                                                  

MCMGA OFFICERS AND APPOINTED POSITIONS 2014  

Credits: 

Credits:        

Less: 

Extension                                                       36.38 

  Carol Reese                                                100.00 

  Quick Print                                                142.35 

 

Total                                                            278.73 
 

Ending Balance 

October 31 2014                                       $9189.58 
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MCMGA Community Projects offer visibility and advertisement for the Master Gardeners program while providing area beautification. 

Choose from these MCMGA approved projects to earn ACE volunteer hours and community appreciation. 

 

Smith-Trahern Mansion, a beautiful, historic site overlooking the Cumberland River in downtown Clarksville used for weddings, 

meetings and guided tours, features period appropriate garden beds. Co-Chairs are Katie Smith, 931-647-5893 

kfs37042@hotmail.com; and Aprile Cacale, 931-338-2772 akcacal@bellsouth.net;  

The L & N Railroad Station, a historic Clarksville site located at 10th and Commerce, is a focal landmark used for weddings, pic-

nics and numerous cultural and community events. Co-Chairs are Diann Nance, 931-648-8701 nance.d@cdelightband.net and Eddie 

Materia, 803-968-1970 materia@charter.net;  

Madison Street Adopt-a-Plot is located at the intersection of Madison St. and Dogwood Lane.  MCMGA has long provided road-

side beauty to this Street Department program. Co-Chairs are Barbara Plechaty, 931-358-9340 dogwood931@charter.net and David 

Baker, 931-645-3020 cqp425@gmail.com; 

The Master Gardener Hotline is a key source to understanding and sharing of gardening information, providing a wealth of 

knowledge to everyday gardening questions from the community. Contact is Karla Kean, 931-648-5725 kkean@utk.edu; Co-chairs 

are Diana Ruby, 931-827-4455 dlynnr@hotmail.com; and Julie Stephenson, 931-494-9202 jsteph41@hotmail.com; 

Clarksville Police Department Headquarters, located on Commerce Street in downtown Clarksville, is a well-manicured highly 

visible, public site supporting our local city government. Co-Chairs are Phil Greenawalt and Judie Treangen,         931-320-6897 

philnjudie@gmail.com  

The Montgomery County Agricultural Extension Services Entrance Gardens and Hosta Beds have been landscaped to show-

case nature’s seasonal beauty for visiting speakers and organizations. Co-Chairs are Jim Conatser, 931-561-0929 

jim_conatser@yahoo.com and Kit Vaughn, 931-647-9803 vaughnh@charter.net; 

The Montgomery County Public Library is utilized by most community residents with donated indoor plants providing a lush, 

welcoming atmosphere for this quiet haven. Co-Chairs are Janice Ledbetter, 931-552-4590 jledbetter123@yahoo.com and Miyo 

Kachi, 931-503-0625 mkachi@gmail.com;   

The APSU Plant the Campus Red event invites Master Gardeners each spring to lead campus volunteers in garden design and 

placement under the direction of university landscapers. Co-chairs are Margaret Pace, 931-647-4328 pacem@apsu.edu; and Terry 

Simo, 931-436-1977 tsimo1948@gmail.com;  

Habitat for Humanity, a non-profit Christian housing ministry, strives to eliminate poverty housing; Master Gardeners volunteer 

landscaping expertise to designated building projects. Co-Chairs are Debby Johnson, 931-368-0239, debtj@hotmail.com; and  

Susan Binkley, 615-347-5056, susanb@511group.com;  

The Garden of Hope Community Garden project, located near Coy Lacy Park in the Beachaven area, oversees and coordinates 

gardening plots provided to our community members. Co-Chairs are Tina Dunlap, 931-358-9860 tdd7000@gmail.com; and Lanette 

Chittenden, 931-436-0634 blchittenden@gmail.com;    

The MCMGA Garden News, submitted on-line monthly, keeps membership updated and informed of current MCMGA activities; 

contributions are welcome. Co-Chair is Judie Treangen, 931-320-6897, judie.treangen@yahoo.com;   

 

The MCMGA Website provides a professional, pictorial on-line record of MCMGA information linking to numerous local, state 

and national master gardener related postings. Co- Chair is Phil Greenawalt, 931-320-6910, philnjudie@gmail.com;  

 

MASTER GARDENER PROJECTS 

mailto:kfs37042@hotmail.com
mailto:akcacal@bellsouth.net
mailto:nance.d@cdelightband.net
mailto:materia@charter.net
file:///C:/Users/Margret/Documents/dogwood931@charter.net%20
https://owa.apsu.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=f42c0a7c032d4dde94d2ee0fdee5fbd4&URL=mailto%3acqp425%40gmail.com
mailto:kkean@utk.edu
mailto:dlynnr@hotmail.com
mailto:jsteph41@hotmail.com
mailto:plgreenawalt@charter.net
https://owa.apsu.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=f42c0a7c032d4dde94d2ee0fdee5fbd4&URL=mailto%3ajim_conatser%40yahoo.com
https://owa.apsu.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=f42c0a7c032d4dde94d2ee0fdee5fbd4&URL=mailto%3avaughnh%40charter.net
https://owa.apsu.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=f42c0a7c032d4dde94d2ee0fdee5fbd4&URL=mailto%3ajledbetter123%40yahoo.com
https://owa.apsu.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=f42c0a7c032d4dde94d2ee0fdee5fbd4&URL=mailto%3amkachi%40gmail.com
mailto:pacem@apsu.edu
mailto:tsimo1948@gmail.com
mailto:debtj@hotmail.com
mailto:susanb@511group.com
https://owa.apsu.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=f42c0a7c032d4dde94d2ee0fdee5fbd4&URL=mailto%3atdd7000%40gmail.com
https://owa.apsu.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=f42c0a7c032d4dde94d2ee0fdee5fbd4&URL=mailto%3ablchittenden%40gmail.com
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A couple of pics of some farming success at the Fitzpatrick farm 

A couple of pics submitted from the 

Smith Trahern project 
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MCMGA Executive Committee Meeting 

4:30 pm, Wednesday 

November 5, 2014        

  

 

Attendances:  Jim Conatser, Phil Greenawalt, Beverly Guinn, Karla Kean, Colleen Teet, Judie Treangen 

 

Past President, Colleen Teet, called the meeting to order at the Elliott Building Conference Room.   

Agenda— 

***REMINDER—November is Seed Swap Month.  Members are reminded to bring seeds labeled with name of plant, shade 

or sun, and any information needed to plant seeds in the proper soil type. 

***Karla announced that Wendy Young, past program vice-president, has been selected to be the western region Advocate to the 

Tennessee Master Gardeners Advisory Board.  This is a great honor and will give Montgomery County a voice in the state MG pro-

gram. 

***Phil gave the Treasurer’s Report for Jerry Weatherspoon.  We began Oct. 1 with $9,468.31.  After various expenses (see treas-

urer’s report in this newsletter), we have a balance of $9,189.58. 

***There will be no January Executive Board meeting due to the fact that we would have to meeting on New Year’s Eve. 

***The Nominating Committee for new MG officers for 2015 has some possible candidates for various offices.  We will still take 

nominations from the floor from MG at our November meeting to add to this list and elect the new officers for the following year. 

***Jim Conatser, projects vice-president, said that all the volunteer garden project reports were finished or in the process of being 

ready to submit to Karla. 

***All volunteer hours should have been submitted. If you have not, do it ASAP.  She cannot award certificates or pins if she does-

n’t have the information.  You’ve worked hard, get credit for it.   

***Karla is having some problems with the report of volunteer hours submitted.  We discussed different solutions but decided to 

stay with the present reporting period of Oct. 1 to Sept. 30 so we would be able to have awards in December. 

***There has been no Director for the Montgomery County Extension Office for approximately one year, since John Bartee died.  

Three candidates were selected to interview recently and none of the three were selected.  The search will continue.  They are in the 

process of selecting an Acting Director, who could serve up to two years.  Karla is one of three possible candidates.  

***The speaker for November will be Jason Powell from Birmingham, Alabama.  He will speak on Heirloom Roses and will have 

roses to sell if you are interested.    

 

Submitted by Beverly Guinn, MCMGA Recording Secretary 
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Spotlight On The Garden 
Few Monarchs caught on milkweed by JET 

. 
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Garden Tips for Fall  
Courtesy of Home Depot 

 

 

 

-  

  

 

 

 

 

 
                    

 

Composting in the fall does amazing things for your garden. Whether you’re new to gardening, or a seasoned pro, 

building better soil is the single most important thing you can do to improve your gardening success. And fall is the 

best time to do it! 

Adding compost before you mulch helps retain water, supports healthy plant growth, and helps plants fight dis-

eases, pests and other stresses. So before you mulch, add a layer of compost. 

HOW TO ADD COMPOST TO FLOWER BEDS: 

1. Calculate the square footage of your flower beds. Check the compost bag to find out how much you’ll need or ask a Home 

Depot Garden Center associate. 

2. If there’s old mulch on the flower bed, rake it away. Compost or repurpose under trees and shrubs. 

3. Add a 1” layer of compost on soil, breaking up any clumps. Keep the compost off the plants. 

4. Work compost into the soil. No need to dig deeply, you don’t want to uproot any plants. 

5. Lightly water the compost. Soaking the soil is only necessary if it is dry. 

Top with 2-3” of mulch. 

TIP: 
When you transplant or add new plants to your flower bed, mix a shovelful of compost into the soil you have dug 

out of the hole. 


