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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

 

Happy May!  Happy warmer weather!     HAPPY MOTHER'S DAY! 

 

First - Congratulations to all of us.  $1,865.15 from the plant sale.  That is quite a 

total.  A lot of people worked very hard.  Thank you all.   

 

Thank you to Jet, Rhonda, Yvonne, Beverly and Sheryl for working the Natural 

Living Fair for the Amare Montessori School Fundraiser.   

Thanks to those of you who were able to help Karla with the Child Care and Na-

ture plantings.  Julie Devere told me she was very impressed with our response 

and work.   

Because of our involvement in these community events, our name (Master Gar-

deners) is out there.  This brings interest and new members.  People see and ap-

preciate what we do.  

 

With suggestions received for an additional "field trip" of some sort, we are look-

ing into what is available to see, do or buy at the Natures Best Nursery 

in Nolensville.  I will be making a call for more information.   Judie is checking 

into the St. Louis Botanical Garden and when might be good to go. We will share 

what we find next week.  

 

The By-Laws were discussed and several updates were suggested.  I will type 

them up and they will be sent to everyone.  We will discuss them at the June 

Meeting and vote. 

 

The pamphlet is being worked on.  I would like a couple volunteers to look over 

what we have come up with, make suggestions, and help put it together to be 

voted on in June also.    

 

DUES - Please see Jerry so he can update the "paid" list.  This is also important 

to complete our Active Membership List. 

 

Hope to see everyone next Thursday, May 14.  Remember - our speaker is Troy 

Marden  
 
Tina Dunlap 
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MCMGA Meeting Minutes 

7:00 PM, Thursday   

 April 9, 2015 

 

MCMCA met at the Montgomery County Extension Office where the meeting was called to order by our president, Tina Dunlap, using the micro-

phone. The meeting started promptly at 7pm.  

 

There were no corrections to the minutes as read in the April 2015 newsletter and they were approved. 

The Treasurer’s Report was accepted and seconded as read in the newsletter.   

 

Agenda— 

***Judie Treangen brought flower seeds if any members would like to have them. 

***Tina Dunlap explained to members why the business portion of the meeting needs to be before the speaker.  

***Members need to look over and see if they have questions on the by-laws. If you do, contact Tina or one of the Board members. We are trying 

to revise them and bring them up to date. The by-laws are on the website. We will discuss revisions at the May meeting. 

***The MCMGA flyer is being updated so it can be given to the community giving information about our organization. 

***Karla reported that 4-H scholarship applications for financial assistance for Jr. 4-H camp are being turned in. She needs 4 volunteers to look 

over them after the April 27 deadline. Barbara Plechaty volunteered to chair this committee. 

***Jet Williams/Alexander is setting up a display for MGs at the new Montessori School Nature Event on Cunningham Lane on April 11. She 

needs someone to bring a table. Julie Rhoades volunteered to bring a table and help work the display. 

***Tina still needs suggestions for trips that we might want to attend. E-mail suggestions or tell her your ideas. 

***Shan Smith stated that the trip to Don Shadow’s nursery would be April 18. Be at K-Mart on Madison St. promptly at 6:15 am and on the bus 

in your seat. The bus will be leaving at 6:30. Bring cash to purchase flowers/shrubs. We will be stopping for breakfast and should arrive back in 

Clarksville approximately at 5 or 5:30 pm. 

***Margaret Pace reported that Plant the Campus Red started at APSU in 1999 after the tornado. Volunteer MG will be leading teams of students 

on Earth Day, April 22, at 2:00-5:30 pm to plant flowers around the entire APSU campus. Margaret said to park near the Red Barn using parking 

permits given out. Bring tools that you might need. 

***Colleen reminded members that we were doing a planting at the home of Debbie Hammerstein this Saturday at 9am. Debbie is a member of 

MG and is having health problems that are preventing her from being able to landscape her new home.  She has the plants but needs help with the 

planting. Colleen has 4 volunteers and need 6 more. There were others to volunteer. 

***Wendy Young mentioned that members could go online at “RiversendTrading.com” and look at shirts, jackets, etc. Write down the item num-

ber. The cost will be half the price online + $2.50 for the embroidered MG logo. She will be placing an order in the immediate future. 

***Karla Kean asks the members to contact the AG committee with the Extension Office. There is not a County Director at this time. They have 

interviewed applicants but haven’t hired anyone. Please let them know that it is very important that this position be filled ASAP. Also let them 

know that this applicant needs to be someone that is well rounded in all areas of agriculture including horticulture and small farm needs. This is 

the position that John Bartee held until his death. 

***Karla needs 10 volunteers to assist with a workshop, Container Gardening for Daycare Workers, on April 23, 5—8 pm at the Madison Street 

Methodist Church. She received 5-6 volunteers. 

 

Program—Lucas Holman of Murfreesboro, TN spoke on Daylilies and Companion Plants. He is a high school teacher that loves working with 

plants. He presented a very interesting slideshow and informed members about a multitude of plants. He also brought several types of daylilies to 

purchase.  

 

The meeting was adjourned and door prize drawings were held.  

 

Submitted by Beverly Guinn, Secretary, MCMGA 
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The purpose of the Association shall be to support and engage in the 

projects and activities which will foster horticulture related 

activities or any projects and activities which it may deem to be advis-

able to engage in and which will enhance the quality of life of 

the residents of Montgomery County, Tennessee, and all such projects 

and activities shall be in cooperation with the Extension 

Service, University of Tennessee. 

1030 Cumberland Heights Rd 

Ste-A  

Clarksville, TN 37040  

Montgomery County  

Master Gardeners  

Association  

Phone: 931-648-5725 ext 31  

Fax: 931-648-5734  

kkean@utk.edu 

www.montgomerycounty 

mastergardenersassociation

.com 

 

A special thanks to our speaker, Lucas Holman, for his presentation on  

Daylillies 
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 Karla’s Korner          May 2015 

 

Hello and welcome to summer!  Always nice to have time to acclimate!  I have had a few calls this week 

about broccoli and turnips going to seed.  They are going through a process that we call bolting.  Bolting of 

cool season crops is usually due to some type of stressor...such as heat and dry weather...which we have 
jumped into after having lots of rain and cool weather. You could collect the seeds but the turnips them-

selves would probably not be very tasty...they would be fibrous and tough.  Not much you can do to alleviate 

this problem as it is weather related except for getting the plants out as early as possible; however, with 

spring rains and inhospitable weather most folks just could not get into their gardens early! 

 

It’s also already been a good year for various funguses (or would it be proper grammar to say “fungi”) to rear 

their ugly heads on small fruits, fruit trees, vegetables and ornamental plants.   Dry, warm weather will be 

our friend as far as all these diseases go!  Contact me if you’re having a specific problem and I will do my 
best to figure it out! 

 

On April 29th, Extension agents who have Master Gardener responsibilities had an inservice training in Mur-

freesboro and I thought I might share a little of what I learned that day with you all!  One slight change is 

that we now refer to our volunteers as TN Extension Master Gardeners (TEMG).  You all will still be Mont-

gomery County Master Gardeners but you are also part of the state program. 

 

We began our meeting by discussing the challenges for agents managing volunteers and quickly went into 

reminding ourselves of the “fruits” of the program!  I feel very lucky to have such a good group of folks to 

work with in our association.  It is not that way in every county but Natalie, our state TEMG coordinator, 
reminded us that it is not a requirement to have a local association and that you do not have to be an asso-

ciation member to be a TN Extension Master Gardener.  However, you DO have to keep up with your annual 

recertification to remain a TEMG; so technically, if you’re not turning in your hours then you are not a Mas-

ter Gardener.  I do encourage all of our interns to join the association! 

 

The mission of the program needs to be a forefront in whatever we do.  So, what is the mission of an Exten-

sion Master Gardener?  A Tennessee Extension Master Gardener’s mission is to promote environmental stew-
ardship and to educate the general public about horticulture using research-based information available 
through UT Extension.  Also remember that you are a reflection of UT-TSU Extension and serve as outreach 

for the university system…Extension is the arm of the university! 

 

I dare to share the next thing…an analogy from Chris Cooper who served as interim state MG coordinator for 

two years.  He said that basically your volunteers consist of 10% leaders, 70% followers/settlers and 20% 

are antagonists.  As agents it is our job to allow our leaders to lead while serving in an advisory capacity.  

Leaders and agents need to work together to turn those followers into leaders…wait for them, it will happen!  

And, well the 20% antagonists we can just let go.  If they are not happy with the program, we wish them 

well.  We are not a social club nor are we a labor force.  Remember the mission! 

 

The new TEMG website should be launched within two weeks and the state is working on updating and cre-
ating new brochures, business cards and designing a new state logo!   

The only way to make sense out of change is to plunge into it, move with it, and join the dance. 

Alan Watts 
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Tennessee State University, The University of Tennessee, USDA,  

and County Governments Cooperating. The Agricultural Extension Service  

offers its programs to all persons regardless to race, color, national origin,  

sex, age, or disability and is an Equal Opportunity Employer.  

President  Tina Dunlap                 931-358-9860     tdd7000@gmail.com 

Past President  Colleen Teet              931-326-5899      colleen37142@yahoo.com       

VP Program  Shan Smith                 931-358-5236      shansmith353@gmail.com   

VP Project  Jim Conatser              931-561-0929     Jim_Conatser@yahoo.com  

Secretary  Beverly Guinn              931-645-2554      beverly.guinn@gmail.com  

Treasurer  Jerry Weatherspoon  931-206-7610       weatherspoone@charter.net  

Refreshments  Volunteers    

Historian  (position open)    

Newsletter  Judie Treangen  931–320-6897       judie.treangen@yahoo.com  

Website  Phil Greenawalt  931-320-6910        philnjudie@gmail.com  

Date            Event          Time     Location           Program/Contact  

5/14       MG Gen Mtg              6:30pm    Ag Ctr                Troy Marden   

 

 

 

 

Dates to Remember  

2015 – MASTER GARDENER/MONT. CO., TREAS. REPORT  

2015 Montgomery County Master Gardener Association 

      Treasurer Report 

April 30, 2015 
Balance April 1,2015                                                 9,681.22 

Add  

 Dues                                                                                 80.00 

Change for plant sale                                                   250.00 

 

Don Shadows trip                                             175.00 

 

Plant Sale                                                       1865.15 

 

MCMGA OFFICERS AND APPOINTED POSITIONS 2015  

 

 

Less: 

 

Postage                                                               36.72                                                           
 
P Kean (mowing)                                      50.00 

 

Bus for Don Shadows trip                    1237.50 

 

Shan Smith (Supplies)                           159.60                

Caterer                                                  400.77 

M Pace (Envelopes)                                  24.08                                                    

Change for Plant Sale                            250.00 

 

 

Ending Balance 

Balance April 30, 2015                                 9892.70 
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MCMGA Community Projects offer visibility and advertisement for the Master Gardeners program while providing area beautification. 

Choose from these MCMGA approved projects to earn ACE volunteer hours and community appreciation. 

 

Smith-Trahern Mansion, a beautiful, historic site overlooking the Cumberland River in downtown Clarksville used for weddings, 

meetings and guided tours, features period appropriate garden beds. Co-Chairs are Katie Smith, 931-647-5893 

kfs37042@hotmail.com; and Aprile Cacale, 931-338-2772 akcacal@bellsouth.net;  

The L & N Railroad Station, a historic Clarksville site located at 10th and Commerce, is a focal landmark used for weddings, pic-

nics and numerous cultural and community events. Co-Chairs are Diann Nance, 931-648-8701 nance.d@cdelightband.net and Eddie 

Materia, 803-968-1970 materia@charter.net;  

Madison Street Adopt-a-Plot is located at the intersection of Madison St. and Dogwood Lane.  MCMGA has long provided road-

side beauty to this Street Department program. Co-Chairs are Barbara Plechaty, 931-358-9340 dogwood931@charter.net and David 

Baker, 931-645-3020 cqp425@gmail.com; 

The Master Gardener Hotline is a key source to understanding and sharing of gardening information, providing a wealth of 

knowledge to everyday gardening questions from the community. Contact is Karla Kean, 931-648-5725 kkean@utk.edu; Co-chairs 

are Diana Ruby, 931-827-4455 dlynnr@hotmail.com; and Julie Stephenson, 931-494-9202 jsteph41@hotmail.com; 

Clarksville Police Department Headquarters, located on Commerce Street in downtown Clarksville, is a well-manicured highly 

visible, public site supporting our local city government. Co-Chairs are Phil Greenawalt and Judie Treangen,         931-320-6897 

philnjudie@gmail.com  

The Montgomery County Agricultural Extension Services Entrance Gardens and Hosta Beds have been landscaped to show-

case nature’s seasonal beauty for visiting speakers and organizations. Co-Chairs are Jim Conatser, 931-561-0929 

jim_conatser@yahoo.com and Kit Vaughn, 931-647-9803 vaughnh@charter.net; 

The Montgomery County Public Library is utilized by most community residents with donated indoor plants providing a lush, 

welcoming atmosphere for this quiet haven. Co-Chairs are Janice Ledbetter, 931-552-4590 jledbetter123@yahoo.com and Miyo 

Kachi, 931-503-0625 mkachi@gmail.com;   

The APSU Plant the Campus Red event invites Master Gardeners each spring to lead campus volunteers in garden design and 

placement under the direction of university landscapers. Co-chairs are Margaret Pace, 931-647-4328 pacem@apsu.edu; and Terry 

Simo, 931-436-1977 tsimo1948@gmail.com;  

Habitat for Humanity, a non-profit Christian housing ministry, strives to eliminate poverty housing; Master Gardeners volunteer 

landscaping expertise to designated building projects. Co-Chairs are Debby Johnson, 931-368-0239, debtj@hotmail.com; and  

Susan Binkley, 615-347-5056, susanb@511group.com;  

The Garden of Hope Community Garden project, located near Coy Lacy Park in the Beachaven area, oversees and coordinates 

gardening plots provided to our community members. Co-Chairs are Tina Dunlap, 931-358-9860 tdd7000@gmail.com; and Jet 

Alexander, 931-561-6963 jet2jet1010@yahoo.com. 

The MCMGA Garden News, submitted on-line monthly, keeps membership updated and informed of current MCMGA activities; 

contributions are welcome. Co-Chair is Judie Treangen, 931-320-6897, judie.treangen@yahoo.com;   

 

The MCMGA Website provides a professional, pictorial on-line record of MCMGA information linking to numerous local, state 

and national master gardener related postings. Co- Chair is Phil Greenawalt, 931-320-6910, philnjudie@gmail.com;  

 

MASTER GARDENER PROJECTS 

mailto:kfs37042@hotmail.com
mailto:akcacal@bellsouth.net
mailto:nance.d@cdelightband.net
mailto:materia@charter.net
file:///C:/Users/Margret/Documents/dogwood931@charter.net%20
https://owa.apsu.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=f42c0a7c032d4dde94d2ee0fdee5fbd4&URL=mailto%3acqp425%40gmail.com
mailto:kkean@utk.edu
mailto:dlynnr@hotmail.com
mailto:jsteph41@hotmail.com
mailto:plgreenawalt@charter.net
https://owa.apsu.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=f42c0a7c032d4dde94d2ee0fdee5fbd4&URL=mailto%3ajim_conatser%40yahoo.com
https://owa.apsu.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=f42c0a7c032d4dde94d2ee0fdee5fbd4&URL=mailto%3avaughnh%40charter.net
https://owa.apsu.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=f42c0a7c032d4dde94d2ee0fdee5fbd4&URL=mailto%3ajledbetter123%40yahoo.com
https://owa.apsu.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=f42c0a7c032d4dde94d2ee0fdee5fbd4&URL=mailto%3amkachi%40gmail.com
mailto:pacem@apsu.edu
mailto:tsimo1948@gmail.com
mailto:debtj@hotmail.com
mailto:susanb@511group.com
https://owa.apsu.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=f42c0a7c032d4dde94d2ee0fdee5fbd4&URL=mailto%3atdd7000%40gmail.com
mailto:jet2jet1010@yahoo.com
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  Some pics of the new Master Gardeners classes and the presenters who 
took the time to teach a class. 
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MCMGA Executive Committee Meeting 

 4:30-5:50 p.m. Wednesday 

May 6, 2015        

  

 

Attendances:  Tina Dunlap, Colleen Teet, Shan Smith, Jim Conatser, Beverly Guinn, Karla Kean, Judie Treangen, Phil Greenawalt 

 

President Tina called the meeting to order and the following items were on the agenda: 

***By-laws--The officers’ duties in the by-laws were discussed. We need to update the duties from what they were at the last revision to what they 

actually are at this time.  Speakers’ fees should reflect the amount of time traveled and the amount of fee that the speaker is usually paid. This 

should be at the discretion of the first vice-president to set the amount paid. Other points were also discussed with the by-laws. Tina Dunlap will e-

mail the recommended changes so the membership can vote on them at the May or June meeting. 

***It has been suggested from the membership that door prizes be fewer but of greater monetary value. We will do this on a trial basis. We will 

have 5 door prizes of a value of approximately $10 each. This will be a total of $50 to $70 per meeting. Members are also encouraged to bring 

door prizes if they like (of any monetary value). 

***Membership has suggested that we allow speakers to speak for 45 minutes instead of 30 minutes. This will allow MG to round up their CEUs 

to 1 hour per meeting when a speaker goes longer than 30 minutes. 

***Please, please, pay your 2015 MG dues if you have not. Our dues help us to pay for the good speakers that we are having this year.  

***Membership has asked us to have more/less summer garden meetings. It is rather hard to do both. Shane Smith has some great speakers lined 

up for this year. We will work several garden meetings in where we can. We will also ask members to volunteers their gardens if a speaker cancels 

as a backup plan. We are planning a September garden meeting and are checking on a volunteer. 

***Jessie Livingstone, a former MG, died in 2014.  More than $400 was donated in her name. We would like to use some of this money to buy a 

red flowering dogwood tree (her son’s request) to plant in her honor. We would also get a plaque with her name on it. We are checking to see if we 

can plant it at the Extension Office. 

***It has been suggested that we plan a second trip. We are still investigating places and costs. It may be a situation where we carpool and MG pay 

some of the motel/hotel costs for a 2-day trip. This would be more economical than renting a bus. We have no specific plans at this time. Judie is 

checking into some suggestions made by the membership. 

***Phil gave the treasurer’s report. For details see the Treasurer’s Report in this newsletter.  

***The Spring Plant Sale was a big success. Thanks to everyone who brought plants or volunteered. 

***Shan Smith reported on the program lineup. Troy Marden will be the speaker for May. The June speaker is being finalized. The July speaker 

will be a “fern guy” from Memphis. 

***Karla had the invoice for the 4-H Jr. Camp Scholarship Program. MG usually donates $1,000 toward scholarships for this one-week program 

for needy students in Grades 4-6.  Barbara Plechaty’s committee has evaluated the applications for income needs and made recommendations on 

how the money could best be awarded. 

***Winter School will be March 17-19 in Knoxville for 2016. Sevier County is hosting the event. They will have a Jr. MG program on March 17 

with the conference on March 18 and 19. There will be gardens on campus and more hands-on experiences. 

***Karla mentioned some of the changes that are taking place with the Tennessee MG program. See details in Karla’s Corner in this newsletter. 

 

The meeting was adjourned. 

 

Submitted by Beverly Guinn, MCMGA Recording Secretary 
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Spotlight On The Garden 
Here we go with pics from Plant the Campus Red, Clarksville Natural Living Fair, 

Plant Sale, Don Shadow Nursery and the Police Station Planting 
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