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May 2014 Newsletter from President 

April Showers are doing their job because May flowers are popping 
up everywhere. I seem to forget how happy I get this time of year 
when those wonderful perennial’s pop up and widen out each year. 

Our project: Plant the Campus Red went well, the weather was 
beautiful for this task and we had plenty of Master Gardeners to as-
sist the APSU students. The students had a grand time and all 
worked so well together planting the campus with red and white 
flowers (school colors). 

The Master Gardeners Plant Sale was a huge success. The weather 
was mighty fine for the sale. Plants went quick as always. We had a 
good time selling, buying and fellowship with our members. We 
missed Dr. John Matthews at the sale and hope he is doing well. 

All project managers should be contacting those that signed up to 
work on their project soon because our season has just begun. 

Next money making project is our tour of homes. We have some 
awesome homes picked this year to view. Anyone needing info call 
Colleen or look up web-site for places to purchase tickets. 

At April’s meeting I announced that our Vice President (Wendy) 
needed to step down from her duty due to family needs. Linda Earp 
and Tina Dunlap have taken over that job. Thank you both for step-
ping up to the plate for the next few months. Members, please ask 
them if they need your help for different tasks because we are a 
giving association. 

I also explained to the Master Gardeners that I am also needing to 
step down as president to take care of my family. We now have our 
house on the market for sale due to climbing the stairs for my hus-
band and will be starting a new home that will be handy-cap acces-
sible soon. I truly felt like I could not give the attention needed to 
Master Gardener Association at this time. David Baker will take 
over as president until December election. 

It has been an honor to serve Master Gardener’s. 

Debbie Hammerstein - President 
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Montgomery County Master Gardeners Meeting Minutes 

April 10, 2014 

 

The business meeting was called to order by president Debbie Hammerstein at 7:00 pm at the Montgomery County 
Extension Office. 

 

The minutes were corrected and accepted as read in the newsletter. 

 

Treasurer’s Report:  approved and seconded as read in the newsletter.  Dues must be paid this month so we can make 
a new directory with the 2014 members.  

 

Change in MG officers:  Debbie Hammerstein is stepping down as president due to a family illness.  David Baker will 
take over in June.  Wendy Young is stepping down as vice president.  Linda Earp will take over in May. Tina Ramsey will 
help out as needed.  Phil Greenawalt and Judie are also stepping down as newsletter editor and website person.  We 
need someone to take over and be in charge of the newsletter/website page.  Please call Debbie Hammerstein if you 
know of anyone. 

 

Agenda— 

***Three members submitted design plans for the Beachaven Winery Grounds.  They were each rewarded with a case 
of wine from Beachaven.   

***Karla Kean reported that monies for the Garden of Hope mowing came from donations and Grant money.  The full 
amount was deposited into the MG account and we pay it out as needed monthly.  There is no cost to MG. 

***Susan Binkley, chair of Habit for Humanities project, reported that she needed members to plant trees at new 
home sites.  Please meet at the Two Rivers Mall. 

***Margaret Pace with the Paint the Campus Red project wanted to remind members that April 23, 2:30 was the time 
of the event.  She passed out parking permits for the event and went over details. 

***Jim Conatser, project vice president, passed around the project list to see if additional members wanted to sign up 
for these projects. 

***Karla Kean said that there would be a MG Hotline Training on April 22, 1-2 and April 24, 9-10.  Please attend if you 
are working on this project.  She also needs volunteers to help review applications for 4-H club camp.  MG usually 
gives $1,000 in scholarships for needy children to go to camp. 

***Barbara Plechaty reminded everyone of the Plant Sale in front of the Montgomery County Library.  Pot your plants 
and have them priced.  The sale starts at 8:00 am.  Be there at 7:15 am to help unload plants. 

***Garden Tour--Debbie Hammerstein said that posters for the June 14 Tour of Gardens have been printed.  Take tick-
ets to sell or take posters to post in the community.  Colleen Teet gave a list of volunteers to each homeowner.  Each 
MG volunteer needs to wear their MG shirt and special shirts will be given to each homeowner. 

 

Speaker:  Karla Kean, Extension Agent, spoke on “Vegetable Gardening.”  She used a slide presentation and addressed 
topics such as:  Where to start, 4 factors to consider when planting, crop rotation, flat vs. raised beds, transplanting vs. 
seeds, etc. 

 

The meeting was adjourned and door prize drawings were held. 

 



 3 

 

 

The purpose of the Association shall be to support and engage in the 

projects and activities which will foster horticulture related 

activities or any projects and activities which it may deem to be advis-

able to engage in and which will enhance the quality of life of 

the residents of Montgomery County, Tennessee, and all such projects 

and activities shall be in cooperation with the Extension 

Service, University of Tennessee. 

1030 Cumberland Heights Rd 

Ste-A  

Clarksville, TN 37040  

Montgomery County  

Master Gardeners  

Association  

Phone: 931-648-5725 ext 31  

Fax: 931-648-5734  

kkean@utk.edu 

www.montgomerycounty 

mastergardenersassociation

.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thanks to Karla Kean for speaking to us 
on vegetables and the accompanying 

slide show 

 

 

Pleasant visit with John & Eunice Martin to view their trilliums on April 25th. 
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Karla’s Korner            May 2014 

I think I have a severe case of writers block or it simply may be the sunshine out my window that keeps distract-

ing me!   

Tips for Staying Gardening Healthy 

Now that spring has sprung, kids and adults alike have another way to get active. Researchers asked 17 children 

between the ages of 11 and 13 to complete various gardening tasks. The study examined how physically intense 

each of the 10 tasks was. Digging and raking both ranked as high-intensity exercise while other aspects of garden-

ing—such as weeding, hoeing, mulching, sowing seeds, harvesting, and watering—counted as moderate-intensity 

exercise. 

Source: HortTechnology, October 2013 

 

•Protect those joints. When you loosen up your joints and muscles before you put them to work, you’ll help pre-

vent injury … and feel better when you get out of bed tomorrow. If you decide to carry heavy items such as bags of 

topsoil across the yard, lift with your legs, not your back, and keep items close to your body. (Better yet, use a 

wheelbarrow or your grandchildren’s strong backs.) If you’re kneeling or squatting (even sitting) to plant or weed, 

change positions often and take plenty of breaks. 

•Contain your garden. Pots or raised beds keep you from having to bend, squat and kneel to do your planting and 

maintaining. By adjusting the height of your garden, you can even sit on a stool or chair to garden. Container gar-

dens also minimize the amount of ground you have to cover and keep you from over-exerting yourself. 

•Use joint-friendly tools. Many manufacturers have specially modified gardening tools for aging joints, including 

handle designs to reduce hand stress, long handles or extensions that allow you to stand, rather than stoop, and 

pads to cushion your knees. If you have trouble gripping, you can buy a specially designed tool, but an easy, less 

expensive fix can be to wrap the handle in pipe insulation foam. •Watering hazardous to your health? A large wa-

tering can full of water can be a load to carry and some hoses can also be an effort on shoulders and wrists to pull 

across a large yard. Buy flexible, expandable hoses and lighter weight water dispensers or fill up your can a little 

at a time. You can keep the weight down to virtually nothing by squeezing a saturated sponge over small plants for 

a quick drink! 

 

From the article library of www.SeniorsGuideOnline.com 

 

CEU Opportunities: 

Third Tuesday Field Days and Educational Workshops   

Demonstrations and workshops related to food and agriculture 

May 20, 2014               Meat Goat Production, Marketing and Value-Added Products  

June 17, 2014              On-Farm Biodiesel Production  

All demonstrations and workshops have a $10 fee.  Lunch is included.  To register for any of the upcoming pro-

grams, please use the registration form here.  For questions, please contact Dr. Jason de Koff at jde-

koff@tnstate.edu or 615-963-4929. 

 

http://www.SeniorsGuideOnline.com
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Tennessee State University, The University of Tennessee, USDA,  

and County Governments Cooperating. The Agricultural Extension Service  

offers its programs to all persons regardless to race, color, national origin,  

sex, age, or disability and is an Equal Opportunity Employer.  

President  Debbie Hammerstein  931-216-0969      hammersteindeb@aol.com 

Past President  Colleen Teet              931-326-5899      colleen37142@yahoo.com       

VP Program  Linda Earp/Tina Dunlap   

VP Project  Jim Conatser              931-561-0929     Jim_Conatser@yahoo.com  

Secretary  Beverly Guinn              931-645-2554      beverly.guinn@gmail.com  

Treasurer  Jerry Weatherspoon  931-206-7610       weatherspoone@charter.net  

Refreshments  Volunteers    

Historian  (position open)    

Newsletter  Judie Treangen  931–320-6897       judie.treangen@yahoo.com  

Website  Phil Greenawalt  931-320-6910        philnjudie@gmail.com  

Date            Event          Time     Location           Program/Contact  

5/8         MG Gen Mtg             6:30pm    Julie Rhoads     Bring A Dish and a Chair 

Address is:   3450 Martha Chapel Rd Cunningham, TN 37052 

6/4         Exec Mtg                   4:30pm   Conf Rm 

6/12       MG Gen Mtg              6:30pm   Ag Ctr 

6/14       MG Garden Tour       9-3         Various             Colleen 

 

Dates to Remember  

2014 – MASTER GARDENER/MONT. CO., TREAS. REPORT  

2014  Montgomery County Master Gardener Association 

      Treasurer Report 

April 30 2014 

Balance March 31, 2014                                8049.74 

Debits 

Less:P Kean (mowing)                                       50.00 

          D Baker (printing)                                 145.00 

          Extension Office (postage)                       35.64 

          S Binkley  (Habitat)                               100.54 

MCMGA OFFICERS AND APPOINTED POSITIONS 2014  

Credits: 

Credits:        

Plus: Mowing scholarship                            500.00 

           

Dues                                                             80.00 

Plant sale                                                     900.25                                                                         

                                                                         

 Ending balance (per checkbook) 4/30/2014      $9198.81 
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MCMGA Community Projects offer visibility and advertisement for the Master Gardeners program while providing area beautification. 

Choose from these MCMGA approved projects to earn ACE volunteer hours and community appreciation. 

 

Smith-Trahern Mansion, a beautiful, historic site overlooking the Cumberland River in downtown Clarksville used for weddings, 

meetings and guided tours, features period appropriate garden beds. Co-Chairs are Katie Smith, 931-647-5893 

kfs37042@hotmail.com; and Aprile Cacale, 931-338-2772 akcacal@bellsouth.net;  

The L & N Railroad Station, a historic Clarksville site located at 10th and Commerce, is a focal landmark used for weddings, pic-

nics and numerous cultural and community events. Co-Chairs are Diann Nance, 931-648-8701 nance.d@cdelightband.net and Eddie 

Materia, 803-968-1970 materia@charter.net;  

Madison Street Adopt-a-Plot is located at the intersection of Madison St. and Dogwood Lane.  MCMGA has long provided road-

side beauty to this Street Department program. Co-Chairs are Barbara Plechaty, 931-358-9340 dogwood931@charter.net and David 

Baker, 931-645-3020 cqp425@gmail.com; 

The Master Gardener Hotline is a key source to understanding and sharing of gardening information, providing a wealth of 

knowledge to everyday gardening questions from the community. Contact is Karla Kean, 931-648-5725 kkean@utk.edu; Co-chairs 

are Diana Ruby, 931-827-4455 dlynnr@hotmail.com; and Julie Stephenson, 931-494-9202 jsteph41@hotmail.com; 

Clarksville Police Department Headquarters, located on Commerce Street in downtown Clarksville, is a well-manicured highly 

visible, public site supporting our local city government. Co-Chairs are Phil Greenawalt and Judie Treangen,         931-320-6897 

philnjudie@gmail.com  

The Montgomery County Agricultural Extension Services Entrance Gardens and Hosta Beds have been landscaped to show-

case nature’s seasonal beauty for visiting speakers and organizations. Co-Chairs are Jim Conatser, 931-561-0929 

jim_conatser@yahoo.com and Kit Vaughn, 931-647-9803 vaughnh@charter.net; 

The Montgomery County Public Library is utilized by most community residents with donated indoor plants providing a lush, 

welcoming atmosphere for this quiet haven. Co-Chairs are Janice Ledbetter, 931-552-4590 jledbetter123@yahoo.com and Miyo 

Kachi, 931-503-0625 mkachi@gmail.com;   

The APSU Plant the Campus Red event invites Master Gardeners each spring to lead campus volunteers in garden design and 

placement under the direction of university landscapers. Co-chairs are Margaret Pace, 931-647-4328 pacem@apsu.edu; and Terry 

Simo, 931-436-1977 tsimo1948@gmail.com;  

Habitat for Humanity, a non-profit Christian housing ministry, strives to eliminate poverty housing; Master Gardeners volunteer 

landscaping expertise to designated building projects. Co-Chairs are Debby Johnson, 931-368-0239, debtj@hotmail.com; and  

Susan Binkley, 615-347-5056, susanb@511group.com;  

The Garden of Hope Community Garden project, located near Coy Lacy Park in the Beachaven area, oversees and coordinates 

gardening plots provided to our community members. Co-Chairs are Tina Dunlap, 931-358-9860 tdd7000@gmail.com; and Lanette 

Chittenden, 931-436-0634 blchittenden@gmail.com;    

The MCMGA Garden News, submitted on-line monthly, keeps membership updated and informed of current MCMGA activities; 

contributions are welcome. Co-Chair is Judie Treangen, 931-320-6897, judie.treangen@yahoo.com;   

 

The MCMGA Website provides a professional, pictorial on-line record of MCMGA information linking to numerous local, state 

and national master gardener related postings. Co- Chair is Phil Greenawalt, 931-320-6910, philnjudie@gmail.com;  

 

MASTER GARDENER PROJECTS 

mailto:kfs37042@hotmail.com
mailto:akcacal@bellsouth.net
mailto:nance.d@cdelightband.net
mailto:materia@charter.net
file:///C:/Users/Margret/Documents/dogwood931@charter.net%20
https://owa.apsu.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=f42c0a7c032d4dde94d2ee0fdee5fbd4&URL=mailto%3acqp425%40gmail.com
mailto:kkean@utk.edu
mailto:dlynnr@hotmail.com
mailto:jsteph41@hotmail.com
mailto:plgreenawalt@charter.net
https://owa.apsu.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=f42c0a7c032d4dde94d2ee0fdee5fbd4&URL=mailto%3ajim_conatser%40yahoo.com
https://owa.apsu.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=f42c0a7c032d4dde94d2ee0fdee5fbd4&URL=mailto%3avaughnh%40charter.net
https://owa.apsu.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=f42c0a7c032d4dde94d2ee0fdee5fbd4&URL=mailto%3ajledbetter123%40yahoo.com
https://owa.apsu.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=f42c0a7c032d4dde94d2ee0fdee5fbd4&URL=mailto%3amkachi%40gmail.com
mailto:pacem@apsu.edu
mailto:tsimo1948@gmail.com
mailto:debtj@hotmail.com
mailto:susanb@511group.com
https://owa.apsu.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=f42c0a7c032d4dde94d2ee0fdee5fbd4&URL=mailto%3atdd7000%40gmail.com
https://owa.apsu.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=f42c0a7c032d4dde94d2ee0fdee5fbd4&URL=mailto%3ablchittenden%40gmail.com
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   Habitat For Humanity Tree Planting 
April 14th 2014 
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MCMGA Executive Committee Meeting 

April 30, 2014        

 4:30 pm to 5:15 pm 

 

Attendances:  Debbie Hammerstein, Jim Conatser, Beverly Guinn, Judie Treangen, Phil Greenawalt, Karla Kean, 

Jerry Weatherspoon 

 

President, Debbie Hammerstein, called the meeting to order. 

 

Agenda-- 

***Debbie Hammerstein reported that Phil Greenawait and Judie Treangen would stay as website person and 

newsletter editor respectively for the remainder of the year 2014. 

***Jerry Weatherspoon has a list of paid members for 2014 but wondered if he needed to remind members if they 

haven’t paid.  This led to a discussion that he doesn’t have a master list of members.  We have several different lists 

and the names aren’t the same.  Jerry is going to try to make an updated master list by compiling the lists.  This will 

help with the new directory.   

***Debbie Hammerstein stated that the May meeting will be at the home of Julie Rhodes, 3450 Martha’s Chapel 

Road, Cunningham.  Bring lawn chairs.  We will meet at the home of John Davis in June. 

***Karla Kean wanted the Executive Board to decide on recipients for the 4-H Club camp scholarships.  Kit Vaughn, 

Barbara Plechaty, and Colleen Teet volunteered to choose the winners but the applications weren’t turned in for 

them to make the decision.  The Executive Board received four applications.  We looked over the applications and 

considered family income, number of children in the family, and individual participation each child had done in 4-

H club activities.   The Executive Board recommended that we fund 3 full scholarships and a partial scholarship for 

the 4th application.   This amounts to a donation of $1,000 for the 4-H Scholarship Program. 

***Jerry Weatherspoon reported on the great success of the Spring Plant Sale at the Clarksville-Montgomery County 

Library.  We collected $920.00 from the sale on Saturday.  Our proceeds will be about $950.00 total.  Very good job 

to all those who potted plants and/or volunteered to work Saturday.  

 

The meeting was adjourned. 

 

Submitted by Beverly Guinn 
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Spotlight On The Garden 
Sunset View Gardens 

We have gone to this pleasant nursery just north of the border in Kentucky for 3 years now, and have found them 

to have good prices and good plants. Their hours are Mon-Sat dawn till dusk. Closes at 6pm Sat and closed-

Sun..Directions are go up Ft Campbell towards Hopkinsville. Turn left 1.3 miles past the interstate overpass. go 

2.5 miles down that road, Millers Mill Rd., and they are on the right hand side. 
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MG Spring Plant Sale 2014 
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Beautify Garden Beds and Keep Weeds Away. Time to Add Weed Preventer and Mulch. 

May To Do List 

Your garden beds can be flower-full and weed-free with the proper preparation. 

When you are preparing your garden bed for planting, the digging and raking also stirs up dormant weeds waiting for room to grow. Applying a weed pre-

venter now will stop weed seeds from growing and make your flower beds weed-free all season. 

After applying a weed preventer over the ground, spread a blanket of mulch around your plants. It blocks the sunlight, preventing weeds from growing. 

Mulch also saves money on water. A thick blanket of mulch reduces evaporation, so you don’t have to water as much. 

Plus, your flower beds look crisp and clean with a finishing touch of mulch. 

How to Apply Weed Preventer to Your Flower Beds: 

1. Before applying any weed preventer, hand pull any large weeds. Rake the smaller weeds to loosen them from the soil and discard. 

2. Apply the weed preventer throughout your garden bed, according to the package instructions. 

3. Lightly water a granular weed control before mulching. 

4. If your garden bed is already mulched, use a topical weed preventer and water the mulch to ensure the weed preventer evenly spreads. 

Some weed preventers can be used several times in the growing season. Check package instructions for application frequency.  

1 How to Choose and Use the Right Mulch for Your Flowers: 

1. Choose the right mulch:  

 To improve your soil and add nutrients to your garden, use compost. 

 For natural-looking mulch, use shredded bark, bark nuggets or pine straw. Bonus: Pine straw is good for acid-loving plants like azaleas. 

 For an informal-looking mulch, use wood chips. They last a long time but can take nitrogen from the soil as they break down. Save them for use 

around big shrubs. 

 For a low-maintenance mulch, use lava rocks, gravel or pebbles. Be careful. Dark stones absorb heat and light ones reflect sunlight so they can over-

heat plants in hot weather. 

  

 Apply at least 2-3” of mulch either by hand or with a trowel, garden fork or shovel. Keep mulch away from plant trunks or stems, where pests or dis-

eases hide. 

Add more mulch if it breaks down or starts to look thin. 

Product Checklist: Rake, Weed Preventer, Watering Can or Hose,  Mulch, Trowel, Garden Fork or Shovel and Gloves.  

 


