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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

 

Greetings -  Sounds like Christmas.  Looks like it, but not.  We have 15 more days till the start of 

Spring.  I am wondering if Spring will actually happen on time.  I must be positive. 

 

Karla held the first class for the 2015 Montgomery County Master Gardeners Training class yes-

terday.  What a great group of interns.  A diverse group that will add a great deal to our associa-

tion.  We are hoping all of them decide to join us.  And to help them decide to do just that, I hope 

many of you plan to attend one or more classes, and get to know them.  In fact, we would like all 

of you to join our Welcoming Committee.  Tom, one of the interns volunteered to coordinate the 

snack sign-up for the class.  But, we still need several of you to be at the classes each 

week.  Karla may need help, and we want to make sure the interns are welcomed each week by as 

many different members as possible.  You can earn volunteer hours, and CEU's for sitting in on 

the classes.  

 

We have also invited them to attend our monthly meetings.  Instead of having the reminder cards 

sent to them, which is very impersonal, and costs, we would like members to call the week before 

the meeting to make a personal invitation.  This way, we can get to know them, and they can see 

what a great group we are.  We can thank Wendy Young for this great idea.  Who wants to help? 

 

I also want to thank all the members who attended yesterday, and set a great spread for the 

class:  David Neblett, Colleen Teet, Kit Vaughn, Wendy Young, Judie Treangen, Jim Conatser, 

Beverly Guinn, Jet Alexander and a new person who will join in April - Amy.   

 

Some reminders - Sign up for Host and Hostess.  We have some empty slots. 

                              Dues are Due!    

                              Don't forget to Spring your clocks forward Saturday night, 3/7.   

                              Shan is working on the bus for the Don Shadow Trip, 4/18. 

 

We have had a request from Beth Tejada who is opening a non-profit school for children ages 3-9 

here in Clarksville in the fall.  She is setting up a fundraiser, calling it the Clarksville Natural 

Living Fair.  It will be held April 11, 2015, 8am-5pm.  There is a booth fee of $50.  She thought 

our organization might fit right in to what they want to present, and that it would be a good way 

for us to get the Master Gardeners information out to the public.  If the board agrees to do it, we 

will need members to be there to answer questions, etc.  Since the event is 2 days after our April 

meeting, I thought I should bring it up now and see if we can get a schedule of those who would 

like to earn a few volunteer hours.  We would need display ideas, plant information, coordinator 

and members to fill the hours.  Let the board know! 

 

Hope everyone is safe and warm with all this snow and ice.  Take care 

 

Tina Dunlap 
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MCMGA Meeting Minutes 

7:00 PM, Thursday   

 February 12, 2015 

 

MCMCA met at the Montgomery County Extension Office where the meeting was called to order by our new president for 2015, Tina 

Dunlap.  

 

There were no corrections to the minutes as read in the February 2015 newsletter and they were approved. 

The Treasurer’s Report was accepted and seconded as read in the newsletter.   

 

Agenda— 

***Tina Dunlap mentioned that there would be a Plant Sale in the spring and in the fall. T-shirts are on sale for $5.00 as long as the supply 

lasts of those available.  

***Shan Smith confirmed that the trip to Don Shadow’s would be April 18.  The cost will be $25.00 to reserve a seat. Members can invite 

guests to fill the bus. Shan will have the signup sheet at the March meeting and you may pay the deposit at that time. 

***Volunteers are needed to be host/hostesses at each meeting.  This includes setup and cleanup. Please sign up as you leave.  

***Karla Kean announced that there was a volunteer opportunity, 50K Tree Day, on Feb. 21 from 10-11.  Be there at 9:30. Clarksville 

Parks & Recreation is joining other groups in all 95 counties to plant 50,000 trees in one hour across Tennessee.  They will be planting 

native bare root seedlings at Billy Dunlop Park and Valleybrook Park. You can signup online.  (Note:  This event was postponed to March 

14 so there is still time to volunteer if you are interested.) 

***Karla mentioned that the new MG Intern class would start March 4.  We have 10 paid applications at this time and will take as many as 

20 in the new class.  She encourages MG members to come to the classes and welcome these new interns. 

 

Program—Dr. Natalie Bumgarner, Residential Horticulture Specialist and new TN State MG Coordinator.  She told us about herself and 

how she got to her position at UT.  Dr. Bumgarner also showed a slide presentation on “Leafy Vegetables in Soilless Systems: Introduction 

for Small Scale Production.”  She discussed controlling plants by using hydroponics and increasing plant yield versus quality of taste by 

controlling water, humidity, and sunlight. Everyone was interested in meeting the lady who would help revise the new rules and regula-

tions for the TN MG program.   

 

The meeting was adjourned and door prize drawings were held.  

 

Submitted by Beverly Guinn, Secretary, MCMGA 

A special shout out to Herman 
and Donna Albright for their 

lovely gift to  

Master Gardeners Assoc. 

Thanks you guys, the bench 
looks wonderful.   
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The purpose of the Association shall be to support and engage in the 

projects and activities which will foster horticulture related 

activities or any projects and activities which it may deem to be advis-

able to engage in and which will enhance the quality of life of 

the residents of Montgomery County, Tennessee, and all such projects 

and activities shall be in cooperation with the Extension 

Service, University of Tennessee. 

1030 Cumberland Heights Rd 

Ste-A  

Clarksville, TN 37040  

Montgomery County  

Master Gardeners  

Association  

Phone: 931-648-5725 ext 31  

Fax: 931-648-5734  

kkean@utk.edu 

www.montgomerycounty 

mastergardenersassociation

.com 

 

A special thanks to our speaker, Natalie Bumgarner, for her presentation on  

leafy vegetables in soilless systems 
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  Karla’s Korner          March 2015 

The Urban Dictionary’s definition of spring fever… 

the wanting of the present to become summer 

slacking off in school because the year is almost over 

the wanting to be outside every day rather than inside 

Ok, so yes indeed I have spring fever!  With another storm looming, what can we do to get out of the winter ho-
hums?  SAD syndrome?  The, “I just want to curl up and become a bear syndrome?”  Well, here is a new spring 

idea I found! 

 

As I turn the pages of the multitudes of stacked up seed catalogues and garden magazines I realize that it 

really is time to plan for spring!  One uncomplicated way of collecting and organizing your information dur-

ing those long winter days is to get some index cards, scissors and tape. Cut out the plant varieties from 
catalogues that you find interesting, with the pertinent information such as soil recommendations, zone, 

height and light requirements. Tape this information to the index card. Then in the spring, take this infor-

mation when you go to your local greenhouse or nursery in search of your plants. It’s difficult talking 

about a plant when you say “It’s about this tall and has little white flowers”. That leaves quite an array of 

plants and confusion. These index cards can be invaluable to you and your garden. You will have all your 

information and can write down observations about your plants over time.  http://

www.motherearthnews.com/organic-gardening/garden-planning-for-spring-2015-zbcz1412.aspx 

 

 

Upcoming Events and Activities: 

MARCH 13TH; FRIDAY:   4-H CHILI LUNCHEON:  20th Annual 4-H Chili Luncheon 

11:00 am – 1:00 pm 

Historic Court House 

3rd Floor Conference Room 

And  

William O Beach Civic Hall 

$5 for Chili, Drink & Dessert 

Dine or Carry Out 

ALL PROCEEDS BENEFIT MONTGOMERY COUNTY 4-H to send delegates to State 4H Congress. Please come out 

and support our youth and their involvement in government.  

For more information contact The Montgomery County 4-H office @ 648-5725 

VOLUNTEERS AND SUPPORTERS NEEDED! 

 

MARCH 17th, 10 am - 2 pm.  TSU THIRD TUESDAY FIELD DAYS & EDUCATIONAL WORKSHOPS:  ORGANIC 

GARDENING & CERTIFICATION.  Farrell-Westbrook Auditorium (118)3500 John A. Merritt Blvd.Nashville, TN 

37209. $15 registration fee (INCLUDES LUNCH). REGISTRATION & CONTACT: Dr. Dilip Nandwani, (615) 963-

1897, dnandwan@tnstate.edu 

 

APRIL 21ST, 10 am - 2 pm.  TSU THIRD TUESDAY FIELD DAYS & EDUCATIONAL WORKSHOPS:  VEGETABLE 

GARDENING.  Farrell-Westbrook Auditorium (118)3500 John A. Merritt Blvd.Nashville, TN 37209. $15 registration 

fee (INCLUDES LUNCH). REGISTRATION & CONTACT: Dr. Dilip Nandwani, (615) 963-1897, dnand-

wan@tnstate.edu 

http://www.motherearthnews.com/organic-gardening/garden-planning-for-spring-2015-zbcz1412.aspx
http://www.motherearthnews.com/organic-gardening/garden-planning-for-spring-2015-zbcz1412.aspx
mailto:dnandwan@tnstate.edu


 5 

 

Tennessee State University, The University of Tennessee, USDA,  

and County Governments Cooperating. The Agricultural Extension Service  

offers its programs to all persons regardless to race, color, national origin,  

sex, age, or disability and is an Equal Opportunity Employer.  

President  Tina Dunlap                 931-358-9860     tdd7000@gmail.com 

Past President  Colleen Teet              931-326-5899      colleen37142@yahoo.com       

VP Program  Shan Smith                 931-358-5236      shansmith353@gmail.com   

VP Project  Jim Conatser              931-561-0929     Jim_Conatser@yahoo.com  

Secretary  Beverly Guinn              931-645-2554      beverly.guinn@gmail.com  

Treasurer  Jerry Weatherspoon  931-206-7610       weatherspoone@charter.net  

Refreshments  Volunteers    

Historian  (position open)    

Newsletter  Judie Treangen  931–320-6897       judie.treangen@yahoo.com  

Website  Phil Greenawalt  931-320-6910        philnjudie@gmail.com  

Date            Event          Time     Location           Program/Contact  

3/12         MG Mtg                   6:30pm    Ag Ctr               TBA  

4/1          Exec Mtg                  4:30pm    Conf Rm 

4/9          MG Mtg                    6:30pm    Ag Ctr               TBA 

4/18       Don Shadow              6am         Kmart               All day trip 

4/25       Plant Sale                  8am         Library              Judie/Barbara/Phil    

Dates to Remember  

2015 – MASTER GARDENER/MONT. CO., TREAS. REPORT  

2015 Montgomery County Master Gardener Association 

      Treasurer Report 

February 28, 2015 
Balance February1,2015                                                 8772.16 

Add  

  

Dues                                                                                       380.00 

  Shirts                                                                                      15.00 

 

 

 

 

 

MCMGA OFFICERS AND APPOINTED POSITIONS 2015  

 

 

Less: 

 

Postage                                                                36.72                                                           
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Ending Balance 

Balance February 28, 2015                              9130.44 
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MCMGA Community Projects offer visibility and advertisement for the Master Gardeners program while providing area beautification. 

Choose from these MCMGA approved projects to earn ACE volunteer hours and community appreciation. 

 

Smith-Trahern Mansion, a beautiful, historic site overlooking the Cumberland River in downtown Clarksville used for weddings, 

meetings and guided tours, features period appropriate garden beds. Co-Chairs are Katie Smith, 931-647-5893 

kfs37042@hotmail.com; and Aprile Cacale, 931-338-2772 akcacal@bellsouth.net;  

The L & N Railroad Station, a historic Clarksville site located at 10th and Commerce, is a focal landmark used for weddings, pic-

nics and numerous cultural and community events. Co-Chairs are Diann Nance, 931-648-8701 nance.d@cdelightband.net and Eddie 

Materia, 803-968-1970 materia@charter.net;  

Madison Street Adopt-a-Plot is located at the intersection of Madison St. and Dogwood Lane.  MCMGA has long provided road-

side beauty to this Street Department program. Co-Chairs are Barbara Plechaty, 931-358-9340 dogwood931@charter.net and David 

Baker, 931-645-3020 cqp425@gmail.com; 

The Master Gardener Hotline is a key source to understanding and sharing of gardening information, providing a wealth of 

knowledge to everyday gardening questions from the community. Contact is Karla Kean, 931-648-5725 kkean@utk.edu; Co-chairs 

are Diana Ruby, 931-827-4455 dlynnr@hotmail.com; and Julie Stephenson, 931-494-9202 jsteph41@hotmail.com; 

Clarksville Police Department Headquarters, located on Commerce Street in downtown Clarksville, is a well-manicured highly 

visible, public site supporting our local city government. Co-Chairs are Phil Greenawalt and Judie Treangen,         931-320-6897 

philnjudie@gmail.com  

The Montgomery County Agricultural Extension Services Entrance Gardens and Hosta Beds have been landscaped to show-

case nature’s seasonal beauty for visiting speakers and organizations. Co-Chairs are Jim Conatser, 931-561-0929 

jim_conatser@yahoo.com and Kit Vaughn, 931-647-9803 vaughnh@charter.net; 

The Montgomery County Public Library is utilized by most community residents with donated indoor plants providing a lush, 

welcoming atmosphere for this quiet haven. Co-Chairs are Janice Ledbetter, 931-552-4590 jledbetter123@yahoo.com and Miyo 

Kachi, 931-503-0625 mkachi@gmail.com;   

The APSU Plant the Campus Red event invites Master Gardeners each spring to lead campus volunteers in garden design and 

placement under the direction of university landscapers. Co-chairs are Margaret Pace, 931-647-4328 pacem@apsu.edu; and Terry 

Simo, 931-436-1977 tsimo1948@gmail.com;  

Habitat for Humanity, a non-profit Christian housing ministry, strives to eliminate poverty housing; Master Gardeners volunteer 

landscaping expertise to designated building projects. Co-Chairs are Debby Johnson, 931-368-0239, debtj@hotmail.com; and  

Susan Binkley, 615-347-5056, susanb@511group.com;  

The Garden of Hope Community Garden project, located near Coy Lacy Park in the Beachaven area, oversees and coordinates 

gardening plots provided to our community members. Co-Chairs are Tina Dunlap, 931-358-9860 tdd7000@gmail.com; and Jet 

Alexander, 931-561-6963 jet2jet1010@yahoo.com. 

The MCMGA Garden News, submitted on-line monthly, keeps membership updated and informed of current MCMGA activities; 

contributions are welcome. Co-Chair is Judie Treangen, 931-320-6897, judie.treangen@yahoo.com;   

 

The MCMGA Website provides a professional, pictorial on-line record of MCMGA information linking to numerous local, state 

and national master gardener related postings. Co- Chair is Phil Greenawalt, 931-320-6910, philnjudie@gmail.com;  

 

MASTER GARDENER PROJECTS 

mailto:kfs37042@hotmail.com
mailto:akcacal@bellsouth.net
mailto:nance.d@cdelightband.net
mailto:materia@charter.net
file:///C:/Users/Margret/Documents/dogwood931@charter.net%20
https://owa.apsu.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=f42c0a7c032d4dde94d2ee0fdee5fbd4&URL=mailto%3acqp425%40gmail.com
mailto:kkean@utk.edu
mailto:dlynnr@hotmail.com
mailto:jsteph41@hotmail.com
mailto:plgreenawalt@charter.net
https://owa.apsu.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=f42c0a7c032d4dde94d2ee0fdee5fbd4&URL=mailto%3ajim_conatser%40yahoo.com
https://owa.apsu.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=f42c0a7c032d4dde94d2ee0fdee5fbd4&URL=mailto%3avaughnh%40charter.net
https://owa.apsu.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=f42c0a7c032d4dde94d2ee0fdee5fbd4&URL=mailto%3ajledbetter123%40yahoo.com
https://owa.apsu.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=f42c0a7c032d4dde94d2ee0fdee5fbd4&URL=mailto%3amkachi%40gmail.com
mailto:pacem@apsu.edu
mailto:tsimo1948@gmail.com
mailto:debtj@hotmail.com
mailto:susanb@511group.com
https://owa.apsu.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=f42c0a7c032d4dde94d2ee0fdee5fbd4&URL=mailto%3atdd7000%40gmail.com
mailto:jet2jet1010@yahoo.com
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  Some pics from our group that attended Winter School this year 
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MCMGA Executive Committee Meeting 

 1:00 p.m. Wednesday 

March 4, 2015        

  

 

Attendances:  Tina Dunlap, Jim Conatser, Beverly Guinn, Karla Kean, Wendy Young, Judie Treangen (This meeting was originally 

scheduled for 4:30, but inclement weather caused the meeting to be moved up. Some MG officers that would have been present were not 

able to attend.) 

 

President, Tina Dunlap, called the meeting to order at the Montgomery County Extension Office. 

 

Agenda— 

***Tina Dunlap stated that Shan Smith had confirmed the date of April 18 with Don Shadow. We are getting bus estimates for the trip 

since the company that we have previously used is booked for this date. 

***Jet Williams will be a new coordinator for the Garden of Hope project. 

***Tina wants to invite MG members to attend the Intern MG Program meeting on each Wednesday in March, April and May.  It starts at 

10 am. 

This is a chance to audit the class and get CEU credit, as well as, meet the new interns, introduce yourself, and make them feel welcome 

and part of the program.  Tina also wants to remind members that they need to pay their dues if they haven’t already.  

***Tina would like to have a Welcoming Committee for the new interns.  She would like for us to invite them to our monthly meeting as 

guests.  We need members to call and invite these interns to make them feel welcome. Each member would call 4 or 5 interns monthly. 

***We need to redo photos of MG for the new directory since it has been 5 years since photos were taken.  

***MG needs to update their handout pamphlet with more current info and projects, as well as websites. 

***Jim Conatser will have project signup sheets at the April meeting. 

***Wendy Young has a catalogue with ideas for new 2015 MG shirts. We will select designs later. She is working with a company called 

River’s End Trading Company to get our new shirts. 

 

The meeting was adjourned. 

 

Submitted by Beverly Guinn, MCMGA Recording Secretary 
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Spotlight On The Garden 
New MG Class 2015 
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Garden Tips for Winter  
Courtesy of Home Depot 

Warmer temperatures bring weeds to life, making now the 

perfect time to take preventative measures to keep them 

from taking over your lawn. 

It’s critical to remove weeds and their seeds from your lawn 

this week before they drop to the ground, take root and set 

the stage for years of weed woes. The best way to do this is 

with a pre-emergent weed killer. 

A layer of pre-emergent applied on the grass prevents many 

seeds from sprouting, including crabgrass. If you apply pre-

emergent herbicides now, you will stop crabgrass before the 

seeds start to germinate. 

Do not apply a pre-emergent if you’re planning on seeding your lawn soon. It will stop grass seed from growing for two to six months. Wait until 

next season to apply a pre-emergent. 

Timing is also key with pre-emergents. Apply before the soil temperature reaches 55 to 60 degrees. Use a soil thermometer to test the temperature 

1/2” below the surface to find your perfect window of opportunity. 

HOW TO SPREAD PRE-EMERGENT FERTILIZER: 

1. Mow your lawn short to help pre-emergent make contact with the soil. 

2. Allow dew on the grass to evaporate before you apply the pre-emergent so granules won’t stick to the blades and burn the grass. 

3. Fill a drop spreader and adjust it to the delivery rate designated by package instructions. 

4. Test the spreader on your driveway to make sure it delivers evenly, then sweep up the granules to reuse. 

5. Push the lawn spreader back and forth in a zigzag pattern across the lawn. 

6. Turn the lawn spreader around and retrace your steps, spreading a second layer over the first. 

Water immediately to activate pre-emergent. Don’t overwater, which causes runoff. 

1 CREATE A GOLF COURSE QUALITY LAWN: ADDITIONAL TIPS 

1. Follow the 1/3 rule. After your lawn begins to grow, cut off no more than 1/3 the length of the grass. Tall grass shades weeds and prevents the 

germination of weed seeds. 

2. Water deeply. Shallow and infrequent watering will only weaken grass roots, allowing weeds to thrive and take over. When watering, wet the 

soil to a depth of 4″-6”, or 1/2″-1” of rainfall. 

3.Overseed. A deep, thick lawn keeps weeds out. 


