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Late February gave us a small taste of nice weather for a few days, enough to put 

the gardener’s fire back into me. Hope you were able to get out and get that fire 

stirred in you. A few plants are starting to peep their heads outs hoping for spring. 

Quote of the month:  It was one of those March days when the sun shines hot and 

the wind blows cold:  when it is summer in the light, and winter in the shade. – 

Charles Dickens, Great Expectations 

Our One Day Beginners Classes will be March 8th. After speaking with several mem-

bers it has been brought up that a new name needs to be given to our annual 

spring class for the community. The reasoning is, the classes are not only for begin-

ners, but for all people that have the love of gardening. Therefore we are asking for 

suggestions from our members. We would like a catchy name that would interest 

people. If you have an idea write it down and bring it to the March 13th meeting. 

I would personally like to thank the volunteers and class instructors for their time 

and energy ahead of time for making our day class a success. Remember you can 

get volunteer hours and CEU’s credits at this time. 

We will start signing up for our 12 projects this month. Decide how you want to get 

your volunteer hours in and remember five (5) hours must come from Master Gar-

dener’s projects. We will go over this in more detail at our meeting.  

After attending the Master Gardener’s Winter School in Murfreesboro I was awak-

ened with the great ideas other Tennessee county Master Gardener’s have for pro-

jects and programs. There are some awesome ideas out there. You may want to 

check out other counties idea’s on the state website. 

Thinking back…this time last year there were spring flowers blooming. 

For the love of gardening, 

Debbie Hammerstein 

President:  Montgomery County Master Gardener’s 
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Montgomery County Master Gardeners Meeting Minutes 

February 13, 2014 

 

The business meeting was called to order by our president,  Debbie Hammerstein at 7:00 pm at the Extension 

Office. 

 

The minutes were approved, seconded, and accepted as read in the newsletter. 

 

Treasurer’s Report: We have a balance of $7,399.24. Details of receipts and expenses are in the newsletter.  The 

treasurer’s report was accepted, seconded, and approved. 

 

The Executive Board met on February 5, 2014.  Minutes of that meeting are in the February newsletter.  

 

Winter School will be February 21 and 22 in Murfreesboro, Tn.  Several officers and members are planning to at-

tend.  There will be a silent auction.  Beachhaven Winery is donating a wine basket.  Members may also donate 

items and it will be included. 

 

The Montgomery County MG Short Course will be on Saturday, March 8.  Colleen Teet, chairperson, encouraged 

everyone to take flyers and posters and post them in the community.  News of our Short Course will be in The 

Leaf Chronicle, in the CEMC magazine, and in Clarksville Now.  We need to take registration forms and get the 

word out about this informative class.  They will receive potted flowers as door prizes and lots of educational ma-

terial about plants.  Linda Earp is in charge of vendors and they are ready to share information about their ser-

vices and products. 

 

Debbie received thank you cards from Mary and Debbie in the Extension Office for their Christmas bonuses for 

helping with our monthly mailings.  Beverly Guinn thanked each member who sent cards after her mother’s 

death.   

 

The Plant Sale will be April 26, 2014. 

 

Karla Kean will be off for the rest of the month.  She can be reached by email if you need to contact her. 

 

Christy Morrow will be our new media person.  She will be in charge of getting news out about upcoming events.  

She can be reached at morrowbe@hotmail.com. 

 

A representative from the Food Initiative Program presented the program.  It is a local nonprofit youth organiza-

tion that provides youth with a chance to work hard, serve their community, and learn about plants.  It teaches 

the youth responsibility in being part of a team.  The program costs $1,200 per youth.  For more information, go 

to their website, foodinitiative.com. 

 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:00 and door prize drawings were held. 

 

Respectfully submitted by Beverly Guinn. 

 

 

 

mailto:morrowbe@hotmail.com
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The purpose of the Association shall be to support and engage in the 

projects and activities which will foster horticulture related 

activities or any projects and activities which it may deem to be advis-

able to engage in and which will enhance the quality of life of 

the residents of Montgomery County, Tennessee, and all such projects 

and activities shall be in cooperation with the Extension 

Service, University of Tennessee. 

1030 Cumberland Heights Rd 

Ste-A  

Clarksville, TN 37040  

Montgomery County  

Master Gardeners  

Association  

Phone: 931-648-5725 ext 31  

Fax: 931-648-5734  

kkean@utk.edu 

www.montgomerycounty 

mastergardenersassociation

.com 

 

 

 

 

                                                          

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

Some pics from Nashville Lawn & Garden Show 

3/1/2014 
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 Karla’s Korner          March 2014 

 

Happy Spring?  Well not quite yet but that is OK.  No matter what the groundhog says, spring arrives on March 

20th every year but it still may not be warm until late April or May!   

 

Once again, the TMG State Advocacy group and Winter School planning committee did an awesome job!  Next 

year, I want to see Montgomery County represented by displays and participation!  This training is for everyone, 

and for right now, takes the place of a state conference.  Good news!  The folks at UT have finally started advertis-

ing a position which officially is called, Assistant Professor and Residential/Consumer Horticulture Extension 

Specialist, and will include responsibilities as state MG coordinator.  The candidate should have a doctorate in 

Horticulture, Public Horticulture, Pomology, Adult Education, Agricultural Education or a related discipline.  TO 

APPLY: Please apply online at: http://www.utextension.utk.edu/employment/NewForms.html 

 

One of our Master Gardeners, Jessie M. Livingstone, age 89 of Clarksville, died Wednesday, January 8, 2014 at 

her home.   Ms. Jessie took the class in the year 2000 and graduated in 2001.  She was an avid gardener and 

very proud of her status as a Montgomery County Master Gardener.  Unfortunately, her health kept her from be-

ing as active as she would have like to of been; yet, her gardens were always open for people to visit.  The family 

asked that in lieu of flowers that donations be sent to our association.  Currently we have received $430.00 in 

which we can use to support our programs and/or perhaps memorialize Jessie with a tree planting. 

  

### 

Arbor Day  

 

In Tennessee, Arbor Day is always held on the first Friday in March and is celebrated with a statewide ceremony 

in concert with Arbor Day and Tree City USA recognition ceremonies hosted by local communities, schools and 

Tree Boards across the state throughout March and April. 

J. Sterling Morton, a newspaper journalist, is honored as the father of Arbor Day.  He and his wife Caroline were 

nature lovers, and shortly after they moved to the barren plains of Nebraska they began planting trees.  Sterling 

wrote articles encouraging local organizations to help him. 

Morton's vision grew with passing years.  In 1872, he spoke at the Nebraska State Board of Agriculture meeting, 

proposing a statewide tree planting holiday for the month of April. The first Arbor Day in Nebraska was a huge 

success, with over a million trees planted.  Three years later Sterling Morton was honored when his birthday, 

April 22, was selected as the official date for Arbor Day. 

The Arbor Day idea spread to other states.  In 1875, Tennessee became one of the first states to adopt this special 

day.  In 1925, the Tennessee legislature set "Bird, Flower and Arbor Day" on the first Friday in April.  In 1946 it 

was changed to the first Friday in March.  This law calls for educators, civic societies and government officials to 

create "a better understanding of nature and the importance of protecting wildlife, planting and cultivating flow-

ers, and setting and protecting trees." http://www.state.tn.us/agriculture/forestry/arborday.html 

 

              (continued pg7) 

 

  

 

 

http://www.utextension.utk.edu/employment/NewForms.html
http://www.state.tn.us/agriculture/forestry/arborday.html
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Tennessee State University, The University of Tennessee, USDA,  

and County Governments Cooperating. The Agricultural Extension Service  

offers its programs to all persons regardless to race, color, national origin,  

sex, age, or disability and is an Equal Opportunity Employer.  

President  Debbie Hammerstein  931-216-0969      hammersteindeb@aol.com 

Past President  Colleen Teet              931-326-5899      colleen37142@yahoo.com       

VP Program  Wendy Young              410-917-8799      wendyinmd@hotmail.com  

VP Project  Jim Conatser              931-561-0929     Jim_Conatser@yahoo.com  

Secretary  Beverly Guinn              931-645-2554      beverly.guinn@gmail.com  

Treasurer  Jerry Weatherspoon  931-206-7610       weatherspoone@charter.net  

Refreshments  Volunteers    

Historian  (position open)    

Newsletter  Judie Treangen  931–320-6897       judie.treangen@yahoo.com  

Website  Phil Greenawalt  931-320-6910        philnjudie@gmail.com  

Date            Event          Time     Location           Program/Contact  

3/13         Gen Mtg                  6:30pm   Ag Ctr              Georgeann/Cheekwood Trail 

4/2           Exec Mtg                 4:30pm   Conf Rm 

4/26       MG Plant Sale           8am        Library             Judie/Barbara 

6/14       MG Garden Tour       9-3         Various             Colleen 

 

Dates to Remember  

2014 – MASTER GARDENER/MONT. CO., TREAS. REPORT  

2014  Montgomery County Master Gardener Association 

      Treasurer Report 

January 2014 

Beginning balance (per checkbook 1/1/2014)  7,399.24  

Debits 

Clark Quick Print                                                $ 20.81 
      ____________ 

            $20.81 

MCMGA OFFICERS AND APPOINTED POSITIONS 2014  

Credits: 

Credits:        

Deposit (2014 dues)     $ 260.00  

 

Ending balance (per checkbook) 1/31/2014   7,638.43  
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MCMGA Community Projects offer visibility and advertisement for the Master Gardeners program while providing area beautification. 

Choose from these MCMGA approved projects to earn ACE volunteer hours and community appreciation. 

 

Smith-Trahern Mansion, a beautiful, historic site overlooking the Cumberland River in downtown Clarksville used for weddings, 

meetings and guided tours, features period appropriate garden beds. Co-Chairs are Katie Smith, 931-647-5893 

kfs37042@hotmail.com; and Aprile Cacale, 931-338-2772 akcacal@bellsouth.net;  

The L & N Railroad Station, a historic Clarksville site located at 10th and Commerce, is a focal landmark used for weddings, pic-

nics and numerous cultural and community events. Co-Chairs are Diann Nance, 931-648-8701 nance.d@cdelightband.net and Eddie 

Materia, 803-968-1970 materia@charter.net;  

Madison Street Adopt-a-Plot is located at the intersection of Madison St. and Dogwood Lane.  MCMGA has long provided road-

side beauty to this Street Department program. Co-Chairs are Barbara Plechaty, 931-358-9340 dogwood931@charter.net and David 

Baker, 931-645-3020 cqp425@gmail.com; 

The Master Gardener Hotline is a key source to understanding and sharing of gardening information, providing a wealth of 

knowledge to everyday gardening questions from the community. Contact is Karla Kean, 931-648-5725 kkean@utk.edu; Co-chairs 

are Diana Ruby, 931-827-4455 dlynnr@hotmail.com; and Julie Stephenson, 931-494-9202 jsteph41@hotmail.com; 

Clarksville Police Department Headquarters, located on Commerce Street in downtown Clarksville, is a well-manicured highly 

visible, public site supporting our local city government. Co-Chairs are Phil Greenawalt and Judie Treangen,         931-906-2967   

plgreenawalt@charter.net  

The Montgomery County Agricultural Extension Services Entrance Gardens and Hosta Beds have been landscaped to show-

case nature’s seasonal beauty for visiting speakers and organizations. Co-Chairs are Jim Conatser, 931-561-0929 

jim_conatser@yahoo.com and Kit Vaughn, 931-647-9803 vaughnh@charter.net; 

The Montgomery County Public Library is utilized by most community residents with donated indoor plants providing a lush, 

welcoming atmosphere for this quiet haven. Co-Chairs are Janice Ledbetter, 931-552-4590 jledbetter123@yahoo.com and Miyo 

Kachi, 931-503-0625 mkachi@gmail.com;   

The APSU Plant the Campus Red event invites Master Gardeners each spring to lead campus volunteers in garden design and 

placement under the direction of university landscapers. Co-chairs are Margaret Pace, 931-647-4328 pacem@apsu.edu; and Terry 

Simo, 931-436-1977 tsimo1948@gmail.com;  

Habitat for Humanity, a non-profit Christian housing ministry, strives to eliminate poverty housing; Master Gardeners volunteer 

landscaping expertise to designated building projects. Co-Chairs are Debby Johnson, 931-368-0239, debtj@hotmail.com; and  

Susan Binkley, 615-347-5056, susanb@511group.com;  

The Garden of Hope Community Garden project, located near Coy Lacy Park in the Beachaven area, oversees and coordinates 

gardening plots provided to our community members. Co-Chairs are Tina Dunlap, 931-358-9860 tdd7000@gmail.com; and Lanette 

Chittenden, 931-906-0705 blchittenden@gmail.com;    

The MCMGA Garden News, submitted on-line monthly, keeps membership updated and informed of current MCMGA activities; 

contributions are welcome. Co-Chair is Judie Treangen, 931-320-6897, judie.treangen@yahoo.com;   

 

The MCMGA Website provides a professional, pictorial on-line record of MCMGA information linking to numerous local, state 

and national master gardener related postings. Co- Chair is Phil Greenawalt, 931-320-6910, philnjudie@gmail.com;  

 

MASTER GARDENER PROJECTS 

mailto:kfs37042@hotmail.com
mailto:akcacal@bellsouth.net
mailto:nance.d@cdelightband.net
mailto:materia@charter.net
file:///C:/Users/Margret/Documents/dogwood931@charter.net%20
https://owa.apsu.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=f42c0a7c032d4dde94d2ee0fdee5fbd4&URL=mailto%3acqp425%40gmail.com
mailto:kkean@utk.edu
mailto:dlynnr@hotmail.com
mailto:jsteph41@hotmail.com
mailto:plgreenawalt@charter.net
https://owa.apsu.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=f42c0a7c032d4dde94d2ee0fdee5fbd4&URL=mailto%3ajim_conatser%40yahoo.com
https://owa.apsu.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=f42c0a7c032d4dde94d2ee0fdee5fbd4&URL=mailto%3avaughnh%40charter.net
https://owa.apsu.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=f42c0a7c032d4dde94d2ee0fdee5fbd4&URL=mailto%3ajledbetter123%40yahoo.com
https://owa.apsu.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=f42c0a7c032d4dde94d2ee0fdee5fbd4&URL=mailto%3amkachi%40gmail.com
mailto:pacem@apsu.edu
mailto:tsimo1948@gmail.com
mailto:debtj@hotmail.com
mailto:susanb@511group.com
https://owa.apsu.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=f42c0a7c032d4dde94d2ee0fdee5fbd4&URL=mailto%3atdd7000%40gmail.com
https://owa.apsu.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=f42c0a7c032d4dde94d2ee0fdee5fbd4&URL=mailto%3ablchittenden%40gmail.com
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Here are some ways you can participate in our local Arbor Day’s celebration throughout the month of March!

  

 

Friday, March 7 & 8: Kiosk at Governors’ Square Mall to hand out brochures and trees from 10 AM to 9 PM each 

day. We need volunteers to man the booth from 2 PM to 4 PM, from 4 PM to 6 PM and from 6 PM to 9 PM on 

March 7; from 4 PM to 6 PM on March 8.  

 

Friday, March 14: Tree planting at Pisgah Elementary School at 1:00 PM. Bruce Webster will be there to present 

the Tree Line City award. Please come if you can. We will also hand out trees there.  

 

Saturday, March 22: Home show at Governors’ Square Mall.  

### 

Cold Trends: 

I have had a few questions concerning the cold winter we have had in late 2013 into 2014.  What tends to kill or 

damage flower buds is extended periods of freezing temperatures especially when we have had a few warm days 

and then the temperature drops drastically.  Or, if we have several days below freezing that will also damage buds 

and flowers buds.  It just depends on the stage of the bud/flower bud, type of plant, the duration of the cold pe-

riod and many other factors.  In contrast to what one news lady said the other night, damage CAN occur to dor-

mant buds.  We just will not know the extent until this summer. 

 

###  

Third Tuesday Field Days & Educational Workshops 

Tuesday, March 18, 10 am - 3 pm:   

Vegetable Gardening 101: Let’s Get Started-Dr. Zena Clardy, Tennessee State University 

Planning for Canning: Recipes and Strategies for a Full Garden-Chef Laura Wilson, Nashville Farmers’ Market, 

Grow Local Kitchen Discover and Practice the Secrets of Growing Healthy Plants for Your Garden-Dr. Dharma Pit-

chay, Tennessee State University 

$10 Registration fee (includes lunch). Take home a 3” okra, lettuce and cucumber seedling too! 

To register, contact Dr. Jason de Koff at 615-963-4929 or jdekoff@tnstate.edu 
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MCMGA Executive Committee Meeting 

March 5, 2014   

 

 

No Executive Board Meeting because school is cancelled due to ice  

 

and snow that won’t melt.  Where is the sun when you need it?      
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Spotlight On The Garden 
We’re looking for Spring! Has anyone seen it?????????? 
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March To Do List 

 

Save Money – Plant Bare Root Fruit Now 
Difficulty: Intermediate 

Duration: Less than 1 hour 

 
If you want to be rewarded in the garden for years to come, plant fruit trees. They will reward you with a 

bountiful harvest for decades with only a little maintenance. 

The most efficient way to start is with bare root plants — those sold without a pot or soil while the plants are 

dormant. You’ll save money and find a much wider selection of varieties and sizes available. 

While the ground is still cold, it’s a good time to plant bare root edibles like blueberries, raspberries, grapes 

and rhubarb. It’s best to plant your root stock as soon as you get it; however if you are delayed a day or two, 

keep bare roots moist, cool, and in the dark. You can wrap or cover with damp newspapers until you are ready 

to plant. 

How to Plant:   
1. Soak exposed roots in buckets of tepid water for an hour or two to hydrate them. 

2. Pick a spot that gets at least 6 hours of sunlight daily. 

3. Dig a hole no deeper than the root system, but at least twice as wide. 

4. Don’t improve the soil with amendments, like compost. Why? Roots won’t venture out from fluffy 

amended soil, and the plant will become root-bound, meaning they’ll wrap around themselves and become tan-

gled. 

5. Set the plant in the hole, spread the roots, and position them 1” under soil level. Fill in the hole with re-

moved soil. 

6. Firm the soil gently to eliminate air pockets and water. 

7. Mulch with 2-3” of shredded pine bark or cedar. 

 

 

 

 

http://gardenclub.homedepot.com/?page_id=59&dif=Intermediate
http://gardenclub.homedepot.com/?page_id=57&dur=time1
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When to Fertilize:  
1. Apply a slow-release fruit fertilizer 4 weeks after planting or when new, green growth appears.  

2.   Scatter fertilizer on top of the soil, in a 3’ circle around plant. Scratch in with a cultivator. 

Product Checklist: 
Bare root fruit 

Bucket 

Garden gloves 

Shovel 

3 cubic foot bag of pine bark or cedar mulch 

Slow-release fruit fertilizer 

Cultivator 

 

http://www.homedepot.com/b/Outdoors-Garden-Center-Flowers-Plants-and-Trees-Fruits-and-Vegetables-Fruits-Berries-Nuts/N-c5toZ5yc1v
http://www.homedepot.com/p/Homer-Bucket-5-gal-Orange-Bucket-05GLHD2/100087613
http://www.homedepot.com/b/Outdoors-Garden-Center-Garden-Tools-Gardening-Tools/N-5yc1vZc5r1
http://www.homedepot.com/b/Outdoors-Garden-Center-Garden-Tools-Digging-Tools/N-5yc1vZc5rr
http://www.homedepot.com/b/Outdoors-Garden-Center-Landscaping/N-5yc1vZbx4a
http://www.homedepot.com/b/Outdoors-Garden-Center-Flowers-Plants-and-Trees-Plant-Food-Fertilizer-Fruit-Vegetable-Fertilizer/N-5yc1vZc5u7
http://www.homedepot.com/b/Outdoors-Garden-Center-Garden-Tools-Gardening-Tools/N-5yc1vZc5rs

