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Our tour of gardens is about to happen! A special "THANK YOU" to those who have stepped up and worked 
hard to make their gardens ready for this event. They have put in many hours making their gardens pristine. 
Remember to sell and/or buy tickets. Mention the event to friends, family, co-workers, fellow church members 
and neighbors. We will see you on Saturday, June 14, 2014 at the gardens. The tour starts at 9 AM. Many of 
you have signed up to assist at the garden locations, look at you calendar and jog your memory as to the time 
and place you have agreed to work. 

 

Spring was a hectic time in the garden. Seems like the weeds have had a good year. "A weed is a plant that 
has mastered every survival skill except for learning how to grow in rows." - Doug Larson. With summer al-
most here, it is time to relax and enjoy the fruits (sometimes literally) of your efforts. Summer gardening is 
really about the basics that will keep your garden looking fresh and attractive – pruning, weeding, and water-
ing. You need to ensure you water your plants regularly – by the time they have begun to wilt they are already 
damaged. Avoid watering during the hottest part of the day (between 10am and 4pm) as the sun beating di-
rectly onto the water will cause it to boil and ‘cook’ your plants; this will also evaporate the water preventing 
them from getting necessary moisture. Also, try not to water any later than 5pm; although watering at night 
when it is cooler allows the plants to absorb more of the water you provide, it also causes the water to sit 
longer, and when it is humid this creates a damp, warm environment perfect for encouraging fungal growth. 

 

Here are some tips I recently came across: 

 (1)To prevent the line on your string trimmer from jamming or breaking, treat with a spray vegetable 
oil before installing it in the trimmer.  

 

 (2)Use leftover tea and coffee grounds to acidify the soil of acid-loving plants such as azaleas, rho-
dodendrons, camellias, gardenias and even blueberries. A light sprinkling of  about one-quarter of an inch 
applied once a month will keep the pH of the soil on the acidic side. 

 

 (3)The next time you boil or steam vegetables, don't pour the water down the drain, use it to water 
potted patio plants, and you'll be amazed at how the plants respond to the  "vegetable soup." 

 

 (4)Spraying epsom salt on plants will boost magnesium supply to plants and increase yield. Mix 1 
tablespoon of epsom salt with 4 liters of water and spray about every 10 days  to help the yield. Tomatoes, 
peppers and roses can benefit extraordinarily. 

 

Our June Meeting will be at the home of Gene & Joy Moody. We appreciate their willingness to have us visit 
their home and gardens. 

 

The projects that we support contribute much to our community. We receive many positive comments from 
members of the community. Keep up the good work. 

 

David Baker 
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Montgomery County Master Gardeners 

 Meeting Minutes 

May 8, 2014 

 

The Montgomery County Master Gardeners met in the spacious yard and gardens of Julia Rhodes at 3450 Martha’s Chapel Road.  At 6:30, 
members enjoyed food and desserts that members brought.  

 

The business meeting was called to order by president Debbie Hammerstein at 7:00 pm. 

 

The minutes were read and accepted as printed in the monthly newsletter. 

 

Treasurer’s Report:  approved and seconded as read in the newsletter.   

 

Agenda— 

***Colleen Teet, chairperson of the Garden Tour, shared the t-shirts to be worn by the homeowners.  If any of the volunteers that are to 
work need MG t-shirts, there are shirts in the box.  Look for the size you need.  We still need several volunteers for sites on the home 
tour.  Several members did volunteer.  Colleen will have a meeting for volunteers for the tour to provide information and answer ques-
tions.  She discussed the method that will be used to mark tickets of visitors to each yard.  She needs a volunteer to be a runner from 
garden to garden to take extra tickets if needed and other various items.  Debbie Bryant volunteered to help Coleen. 

***The Garden Tour has been put on Facebook and on the website. 

***We will have a Pre-Tour on June 7 for volunteers that are working on June 14.  The pre-tour will began at Christy Morrow’s home and 
we will tour the gardens in that area. We will have lunch at Herman and Donna Albright’s home and continue with the tour.  Volunteers 
need to carpool if possible. 

***There are still some homeowners that need help with gardens.  Eddie Materia needs help because of surgery she has had recently. 

***Phil Greenawalt mentioned the new nursery in town, Sunset View Gardens, in Oak Grove, KY.  It is an Amish nursery.  Details are in 
the May newsletter. 

***Margaret Pace with the Plant the Campus Red project wanted to thank members who volunteered on April 23.  APSU looks great with 
its new red and white plants. 

 

There was no speaker, as the time was spent touring the grounds and looking at the plant flora.  There were many shades gardens over-
looking the two ponds. 

 

The meeting was adjourned and door prize drawings were held.  Members spend the time enjoying the various plants in Julia Rhodes’ 
gardens. 

 

Submitted by Beverly Guinn, Secretary, MCMGA 
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The purpose of the Association shall be to support and engage in the 

projects and activities which will foster horticulture related 

activities or any projects and activities which it may deem to be advis-

able to engage in and which will enhance the quality of life of 

the residents of Montgomery County, Tennessee, and all such projects 

and activities shall be in cooperation with the Extension 

Service, University of Tennessee. 

1030 Cumberland Heights Rd 

Ste-A  

Clarksville, TN 37040  

Montgomery County  

Master Gardeners  

Association  

Phone: 931-648-5725 ext 31  

Fax: 931-648-5734  

kkean@utk.edu 

www.montgomerycounty 

mastergardenersassociation

.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                          

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

Weed-Be-Gone 

1 gallon Vinegar 

2 cups Epson Salt 

¼ cup Blue Dawn (Original) dish soap 

 

It will kill anything you spray it on.  Just mix and spray in am (morning) after dew has 
evaporated.  Walk away. Go back after dinner and the weeds are all gone!   

Cheaper than anything you can buy anywhere.  Never buy round up again. 

“Good to Know” A safe alternative to poisonous weed killers like Round-up. 

. 
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.Karla’s Korner           June 2014 

This is the time of year to watch for insect or disease damage throughout the garden, and take the necessary steps 

to control the problem.  First, make sure you identify the problem correctly before just spraying with a chemical.  

You can do this by contacting me here at the Extension office and if I am not sure what is going on, I will send pic-

tures to the lab via Distance Diagnostics which does not cost anything.  If we have to send in an actual sample 

then it will be $15.   

 

Since we have had a wet spring I have seen a lot of fire blight on pear and apple species.  Once a susceptible vari-

ety contracts this disease it is very hard to manage.  You have to spray with streptomycin during the bloom period 

and pruning can help some.  Pruning tools must be disinfected between cuts or you will spread the disease even 

further.  Your best bet is to plant resistant varieties in orchards and stay away from Bradford Pears which are very 

susceptible to fire blight.  More information can be found at http://www.utextension.utk.edu/mtnpi/handouts/

Insect%20&%20Disease%20Control/Fireblight.pdf. 

 

As far as garden chores, keep those weeds pulled, before they have a chance to flower and go to seed again.  Oth-

erwise, you will be fighting newly germinated weed seed for the next several years.  I have found that in the gar-

den, and I am sure this would work in the landscape, is to put down a thick layer of newspaper then cover that 

with straw or mulch.  It takes some work on the front end but when it is 100 Degrees in August you will appreci-

ate the extra effort you put into it in early spring!  If this damp, humid weather keeps up we can plan to see more 

fungal disease in the garden and landscape so keep your eyes open and start controlling these problems early on. 

 

For your lawn, spring applications of fertilizer and herbicides should be done until fall. When the weather becomes 

hot and dry raise the cutting height of the mower to help conserve moisture and encourage and healthy lawn that 

chokes out the weeds.  Too much fertilizer will only increase growth and increase the chance of fungal diseases 

occurring.  Again, if you’re not sure what’s going on with your plant, don’t hesitate to call or bring in a sample to 

the Extension office. 

 

Upcoming Events & Activities: 

 

TSU Third Tuesday Field Days and Educational Workshops:   

June 17, 2014 On-Farm Biodiesel Production, TSU Research Farm 3107 Ed Temple Blvd. Nashville, TN 

All demonstrations and workshops have a $10 fee.  Lunch is included.  To register for any of the upcoming pro-

grams, please use the registration form here.  For questions, please contact Dr. Jason de Koff at jde-

koff@tnstate.edu or 615-963-4929. 

 

The 2014 Small Farm Expo and Small Farmer of the Year Awards will be held on July 17, 2014 at the Tennessee 

State University Agricultural Research and Education Center on the main campus of Tennessee State University 

in Nashville, Tennessee.  A tentative schedule is available here.  There is no cost for attendance, pesticide points 

will be available. Please register by July 12, 2014, so we know you are coming!  More information about the 

Expo is available from Chris Robbins (615-792-5744) or Roy Bullock (615-963-5449). 

 

 

 

http://www.utextension.utk.edu/mtnpi/handouts/Insect%20&%20Disease%20Control/Fireblight.pdf
http://www.utextension.utk.edu/mtnpi/handouts/Insect%20&%20Disease%20Control/Fireblight.pdf
mailto:jdekoff@tnstate.edu
mailto:jdekoff@tnstate.edu
http://www.tnstate.edu/extension/2014_SFE_Schedule.pdf
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheet/viewform?formkey=dDdVWTItbHJCYlJEVGxnZzY3QUNRTGc6MQ
mailto:crobbins@tnstate.edu
mailto:fbullock@tnstate.edu
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Tennessee State University, The University of Tennessee, USDA,  

and County Governments Cooperating. The Agricultural Extension Service  

offers its programs to all persons regardless to race, color, national origin,  

sex, age, or disability and is an Equal Opportunity Employer.  

President  David Baker                931-624-5711      cqp425@gmail.com 

Past President  Colleen Teet              931-326-5899      colleen37142@yahoo.com       

VP Program  Linda Earp/Tina Dunlap   

VP Project  Jim Conatser              931-561-0929     Jim_Conatser@yahoo.com  

Secretary  Beverly Guinn              931-645-2554      beverly.guinn@gmail.com  

Treasurer  Jerry Weatherspoon  931-206-7610       weatherspoone@charter.net  

Refreshments  Volunteers    

Historian  (position open)    

Newsletter  Judie Treangen  931–320-6897       judie.treangen@yahoo.com  

Website  Phil Greenawalt  931-320-6910        philnjudie@gmail.com  

Date            Event          Time     Location           Program/Contact  

6/12       MG Gen Mtg              6:30pm   Gene & Joy Moody’s House 

6/14       MG Garden Tour       9-3         Various             Colleen 

7/2          MG Exec Mtg            4:30pm    Conf Rm 

 

 

Dates to Remember  

2014 – MASTER GARDENER/MONT. CO., TREAS. REPORT  

2014  Montgomery County Master Gardener Association 

      Treasurer Report 

May 31 2014 

Balance May 1 , 2014                                   9198.81 

Debits 

Less:P Kean (mowing)                                     100.00 

          4 H Scholarship                                  1000.00 

          Extension Office (postage)                       36.72 

          C Teet   (Tour)                                       156.59 

          C Teet (Mtg Sup)                                     18.12                                             

MCMGA OFFICERS AND APPOINTED POSITIONS 2014  

Credits: 

Credits:        

           

Dues                                                             60.00 

                                                                         

 Ending balance (per checkbook) 5/31/2014      $7947.38 
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MCMGA Community Projects offer visibility and advertisement for the Master Gardeners program while providing area beautification. 

Choose from these MCMGA approved projects to earn ACE volunteer hours and community appreciation. 

 

Smith-Trahern Mansion, a beautiful, historic site overlooking the Cumberland River in downtown Clarksville used for weddings, 

meetings and guided tours, features period appropriate garden beds. Co-Chairs are Katie Smith, 931-647-5893 

kfs37042@hotmail.com; and Aprile Cacale, 931-338-2772 akcacal@bellsouth.net;  

The L & N Railroad Station, a historic Clarksville site located at 10th and Commerce, is a focal landmark used for weddings, pic-

nics and numerous cultural and community events. Co-Chairs are Diann Nance, 931-648-8701 nance.d@cdelightband.net and Eddie 

Materia, 803-968-1970 materia@charter.net;  

Madison Street Adopt-a-Plot is located at the intersection of Madison St. and Dogwood Lane.  MCMGA has long provided road-

side beauty to this Street Department program. Co-Chairs are Barbara Plechaty, 931-358-9340 dogwood931@charter.net and David 

Baker, 931-645-3020 cqp425@gmail.com; 

The Master Gardener Hotline is a key source to understanding and sharing of gardening information, providing a wealth of 

knowledge to everyday gardening questions from the community. Contact is Karla Kean, 931-648-5725 kkean@utk.edu; Co-chairs 

are Diana Ruby, 931-827-4455 dlynnr@hotmail.com; and Julie Stephenson, 931-494-9202 jsteph41@hotmail.com; 

Clarksville Police Department Headquarters, located on Commerce Street in downtown Clarksville, is a well-manicured highly 

visible, public site supporting our local city government. Co-Chairs are Phil Greenawalt and Judie Treangen,         931-320-6897 

philnjudie@gmail.com  

The Montgomery County Agricultural Extension Services Entrance Gardens and Hosta Beds have been landscaped to show-

case nature’s seasonal beauty for visiting speakers and organizations. Co-Chairs are Jim Conatser, 931-561-0929 

jim_conatser@yahoo.com and Kit Vaughn, 931-647-9803 vaughnh@charter.net; 

The Montgomery County Public Library is utilized by most community residents with donated indoor plants providing a lush, 

welcoming atmosphere for this quiet haven. Co-Chairs are Janice Ledbetter, 931-552-4590 jledbetter123@yahoo.com and Miyo 

Kachi, 931-503-0625 mkachi@gmail.com;   

The APSU Plant the Campus Red event invites Master Gardeners each spring to lead campus volunteers in garden design and 

placement under the direction of university landscapers. Co-chairs are Margaret Pace, 931-647-4328 pacem@apsu.edu; and Terry 

Simo, 931-436-1977 tsimo1948@gmail.com;  

Habitat for Humanity, a non-profit Christian housing ministry, strives to eliminate poverty housing; Master Gardeners volunteer 

landscaping expertise to designated building projects. Co-Chairs are Debby Johnson, 931-368-0239, debtj@hotmail.com; and  

Susan Binkley, 615-347-5056, susanb@511group.com;  

The Garden of Hope Community Garden project, located near Coy Lacy Park in the Beachaven area, oversees and coordinates 

gardening plots provided to our community members. Co-Chairs are Tina Dunlap, 931-358-9860 tdd7000@gmail.com; and Lanette 

Chittenden, 931-436-0634 blchittenden@gmail.com;    

The MCMGA Garden News, submitted on-line monthly, keeps membership updated and informed of current MCMGA activities; 

contributions are welcome. Co-Chair is Judie Treangen, 931-320-6897, judie.treangen@yahoo.com;   

 

The MCMGA Website provides a professional, pictorial on-line record of MCMGA information linking to numerous local, state 

and national master gardener related postings. Co- Chair is Phil Greenawalt, 931-320-6910, philnjudie@gmail.com;  

 

MASTER GARDENER PROJECTS 

mailto:kfs37042@hotmail.com
mailto:akcacal@bellsouth.net
mailto:nance.d@cdelightband.net
mailto:materia@charter.net
file:///C:/Users/Margret/Documents/dogwood931@charter.net%20
https://owa.apsu.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=f42c0a7c032d4dde94d2ee0fdee5fbd4&URL=mailto%3acqp425%40gmail.com
mailto:kkean@utk.edu
mailto:dlynnr@hotmail.com
mailto:jsteph41@hotmail.com
mailto:plgreenawalt@charter.net
https://owa.apsu.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=f42c0a7c032d4dde94d2ee0fdee5fbd4&URL=mailto%3ajim_conatser%40yahoo.com
https://owa.apsu.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=f42c0a7c032d4dde94d2ee0fdee5fbd4&URL=mailto%3avaughnh%40charter.net
https://owa.apsu.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=f42c0a7c032d4dde94d2ee0fdee5fbd4&URL=mailto%3ajledbetter123%40yahoo.com
https://owa.apsu.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=f42c0a7c032d4dde94d2ee0fdee5fbd4&URL=mailto%3amkachi%40gmail.com
mailto:pacem@apsu.edu
mailto:tsimo1948@gmail.com
mailto:debtj@hotmail.com
mailto:susanb@511group.com
https://owa.apsu.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=f42c0a7c032d4dde94d2ee0fdee5fbd4&URL=mailto%3atdd7000%40gmail.com
https://owa.apsu.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=f42c0a7c032d4dde94d2ee0fdee5fbd4&URL=mailto%3ablchittenden%40gmail.com
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There are several garden pests that wreak havoc on your flowering plants. The most common are scale, 

aphids, Japanese beetles, whiteflies and fire ants. Some of these pests are easy to spot while others hide. 

To keep your garden safe this season, first identify garden pests, then treat the problems. Be diligent and 

spot check your garden a few times a week. 

Identify the Culprits: 
Take a close look at your plants. 

 See tiny bumps or a sticky liquid on your plant? You’ve got scale, a nasty garden pest that feeds on plant 

nectar or sap and can eventually kill. 

 See a sticky liquid on your plant paired with a black, sooty mold? Or yellow, distorted leaves and buds? 

Aphids have sucked the juices out of plants and will continue to until they eventually kill the plant. 

Their sticky mess, called honeydew, attracts ants and other insects. 

 See leaves with only veins remaining? Japanese beetles did it. They’re one of the most common and pro-

lific garden pests. They start as grubs in your lawn, so identifying and treating the lawn early will kill 

most before they emerge as adult beetles. 

Shake your plant lightly. 

 Did a white cloud emerge? Whiteflies are to blame. They suck the life out of your plants by congregating 

in huge numbers on the underside of leaves. 

Look down at the ground. 

1 See a small mound in your garden? It belongs to fire ants. A fire ant’s sting can be painful for weeks, so take ac-
tion now. 

2 How to Get Rid of Scale: 

1. Cut away affected branches and throw away to avoid infesting other plants. 

2. Spray the plants with a soap solution of 2 teaspoons of liquid soap and 1 gallon of room-temperature 

water. Use a spray bottle or a sprayer on your hose to thoroughly coat the stems and both sides of 

leaves. 

3. Rinse off the mixture using room-temperature water. 

4. Spray the plant with an inspect spray following product instructions. 

 

                                                                                                                                  (cont pg 12) 



 8 

 

 

MCMGA Executive Committee Meeting 

4:30 pm, June 4, 2014        

  

 

Attendances:  David Baker, Colleen Teet, Jim Conatser, Beverly Guinn, Judie Treangen, Phil Greenawalt, Karla Kean 

 

President, David Baker called the meeting to order.  (Debbie Hammerstein stepped down as president of MG and 

David Baker was voted to replace her as president of the Master Gardeners Association.) 

 

Agenda— 

***Colleen Teet received an e-mail from Linda Earp on the place for our MG meetings for June and July. The June 

meeting will be at the home of Gene and Joy Moody, 3601 Sango Road.  Directions will be e-mailed to members. 

The July meeting will be at the home of Roy and Linda Prewitt, 516 Inver Lane. 

***Colleen Teet reported on our next upcoming event, The 2014 Montgomery County Garden Tour.  Additional tick-

ets are being printed. Media blurbs have been published in The Leaf Chronicle advertising the tour.  Clarksville Now 

has interviewed Phil and Judie, and there is a great article online (check your e-mail).  Donna and Herman Albright 

have been interviewed by The Leaf Chronicle for an upcoming feature for next week’s newspaper. Phil Greenawalt 

has it promoted on the MCMGA website and Facebook.  David Bilan, a new MG member, will be touring the 

homes and taking photos for Master Gardeners.  Colleen is getting water for each of the homeowner sites. 

***Debbie Hammerstein received an e-mail from Christy Morrow stating that she was stepping down as MG media 

person.  She stated health problems as the reason.  She has done a good job with the May Plant Sale and the June 

Garden Tour. 

***Karla Kean received thank you letters from the students that MG sent to 4-H Club Camp.  These are being e-

mailed to Phil Greenawalt. 

***David Baker reviewed with the committee that he agreed to fill in for Debbie Hammerstein as president from 

June to December.  This would create a vacancy for Past President on the Executive Board.  Colleen Teet said she 

would volunteer to continue filling that position.  David said that we would vote on this matter at the November MG 

meeting to get an official OK.  

***David Baker needs to take the MG minutes to F & M Bank and have his name and signature put on the account 

for check signing purposes.  

  

The meeting was adjourned. 

 

Submitted by Beverly Guinn, Recording Secretary of MCMGA 
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Spotlight On The Garden 
Some pics of the gardens on the tour this year 

. 
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Scrub the scales off with a soft brush and then apply the soap mixture mentioned above. 

1 How to Get Rid of Aphids: 

1. Spray outdoor plants with a hose. 

2. If possible, isolate any pots or young plants until aphids are gone. 

3. Cut off any infested plant parts and trash them. Leave enough foliage for your plant to survive. 

4. If the aphids come back, fill a spray bottle with a solution of water and a few drops of mild dishwashing 

detergent. Spray both sides of the leaves. 

5. Need something stronger? Use an insecticidal soap and follow directions on the label. 

6. Still seeing aphids? Treat with Neem oil or other pesticide control. Always follow label directions. 

Tip: Welcome ladybugs because they’ll eat aphids. You can order live ladybugs from The Home Depot online 

store and release them in your garden. 

How to Get Rid of Japanese Beetles: 

1. The easiest way to capture baby, young adults and adult beetles is to use a trap. Place the trap 30’ from 

the plants you are protecting to lure them away from the garden. 

2. Hand-pick your plants clean and drop beetles into a bucket of soapy water. 

Look for a pesticide with carbaryl, acephate and permethrin. Ask your Garden Center associate for help choosing 
the right one. Organic Neem-based pesticides and insecticidal soaps also provide good control. 

1 How to Get Rid of Whiteflies: 

1. Purchase ready-made traps, allowing one trap for every large plant. Or make your own traps by painting 

wood bright yellow.  Coat the surface with petroleum jelly or sticky tape. Clean and reset periodically. 

2. When spotted, vacuum whiteflies with a battery-powered vacuum in early morning. 

3. By hand, remove the stems and leaves that are infested as soon as they appear. 

Spray lower leaves and underside of leaves with an insecticide specifically labeled for whiteflies. 

1 How to Get Rid of Fire Ants: 

1. Keep family members and pets away from the area where there are fire ant mounds before and after 

treating. Choose an insecticide and follow all label directions before applying. Make sure to wear gloves. 

Drench the mound with liquid insecticide for quick results. Or sprinkle granular insecticides on and around 

the mound. Some granular insecticides kill on contact while others are eaten by ants and contain slow-

release insecticides, often known as fire ant baits. 

1.  


