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2015 MCMGA OFFICERS! 

I am excited about the upcoming year for our association. Our officers are: Tina 

Dunlap, President – Shane Smith, Vice-President in charge of programs – Jim Conas-
ter, Vice-President in charge of Projects – Beverly Guinn, Secretary and Jerry Weath-
erspoon, Treasurer. Phil Greenawalt will continue working with the website and Judie 
Treangen will continue with the newsletter. Colleen Teet will continue as Past Presi-
dent since I only filled in the last 6 months for Debbie Hammerstein. 

 

DECEMBER MEETING: Remember our December - Regular Meeting – December 11 - 6:30 pm. This is 

our annual Christmas Banquet. Hopefully you have sent your RSVP to Colleen. I know an email was sent 

asking for your count if you plan on attending. Ham, Turkey, dressing, and gravy are being purchased by 

the association - Bring side dishes and desserts (We are expecting a large crowd - 75 to 100 - please bring 

plenty). Also bring canned and dry goods to share with those in need. A special Thank You to all who will 

be making the preparations for our banquet. Many will participate in decorating and setting up the room for 

this event. Also, a thank you to those who will prepare the food. 

GIFTS OF THE GARDENER! You can find many different kinds of live plants and other garden-
ing gadgets that will make wonderful gifts. Live plants are great for those who do not have the 
space to garden outside. Some well-known indoor plants are Spider Plants, Aloe Vera, Orchids, 
and African Violets. During the winter it is easy to find Poinsettias and Christmas cactus plants in 
many different colors. 

 

Sometimes in December it can be hard to find just the right gardening gift in local stores. Not to 
worry, there are many gardening supply companies on the Internet. Will you find a great selection 
online, you will be able to compare prices, and your gifts will be delivered to you. It doesn't get 
much easier than that. If you have any friends or family that love gardening and plants, consider 
giving the gift of gardening this year. 

POINSETTIAS: A HOLIDAY TRADITION! Poinsettia plants are everywhere. You can pick one 
up in supermarkets, big box stores, gas stations and of course, nurseries. They're relatively inex-
pensive and the showy bracts brighten up holiday tables, businesses, churches and company 
parties. This common holiday plant has been used by millions of people for hundreds of years as 
a symbol of Christmas. Legend has it that a little girl was on her way to church one Christmas Eve 
and was so poor, she didn't have a gift for the Christ child. In some stories, it is a relative that 
speaks to her and in others, it is an angel. In either case, she's told that any gift she offers in love 
will be accepted. She gathers some weeds from along the roadside and places those on the altar 
at church. As she knelt at the altar with her head bowed in prayer, the crowd started to murmur. 
She raised her head and discovered that her weeds had been transformed into a glorious bou-
quet of bright red flowers. The poinsettia is known as Flore de la Noche Buena (The Flower of the 
Holy Night) and the Franciscans have been using it since the 17th Century as part of their Christ-
mas celebrations. 

The name Poinsettia honors Joel Roberts Poinsett, the first US Ambassador to Mexico, however it 
was the Ecke family that popularized the plant in the middle part of the 20th century. They per-
fected a grafting technique that revolutionized propagation.                     (continued pg 3) 
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MCMGA Meeting Minutes 

7:00 PM, Thursday   November 13, 2014 

 

MCMCA met at the Montgomery County Extension Office where David Baker called the meeting to order.  

 

The minutes were accepted as read in the November 2014 newsletter. 

The Treasurer’s Report was approved and seconded as read in the newsletter.   

 

Agenda— 

***Election of Officers for the 2015 year—Barbara Plechaty and Margaret Pace served on the nominating committee.  The commit-

tee recommended Tina Dunlap as President, Shan Smith as Program Vice-President, Jim Conatser as Project Vice-President, Bev-

erly Guinn as Recording Secretary and Jerry Weatherspoon as Treasurer. The floor was opened for other nominations.  There were 

none.  Vince Hernandez made the motion to accept the slate of officers. The motion passed. These will be our 2015 officers. 

***Karla Kean reminded the membership of the Tree Steward Workshop that is upcoming. The cost is $25.00.  One needs to regis-

ter by Nov. 23.  See Karla if you need additional information.   

***Diann Nance has Love Lights A Tree commemorative cards for $10.00.  See Diann if you would like to purchase cards for a 

very worthy cause. 

***David Baker announced that MG would collect canned goods and other nonperishable goods for the needy at our December 

meeting. 

***Colleen Teet passed a sheet for our December meeting. MG needs to know who is coming and how many guests you will be 

bringing for our Christmas Banquet.  The theme will be “Have a Candy Christmas.” 

 

Program—Jason Powell from Jemison. Alabama spoke on Heirloom Roses.  Jason told of his background and why he is in the busi-

ness of selling antique roses.  They have the ability to survive droughts, rainy seasons, and are disease resistant.  He talked about 

different types of roses—which were fragrant, which grew quickly, and which bloomed throughout the season.  His slide presenta-

tion was very enjoyable.  Jason also brought different types of roses for MG to purchase if they were interested. 

  

The meeting was adjourned and door prize drawings were held.  

 

Submitted by Beverly Guinn, Secretary, MCMGA 

          

      

 A special thanks to our guest  

 Speaker Jason Powell, who enlightened 

 us with origins of some heirloom 

 roses. Some great specimens fpr  

 sale also. 



 3 

 

 

The purpose of the Association shall be to support and engage in the 

projects and activities which will foster horticulture related 

activities or any projects and activities which it may deem to be advis-

able to engage in and which will enhance the quality of life of 

the residents of Montgomery County, Tennessee, and all such projects 

and activities shall be in cooperation with the Extension 

Service, University of Tennessee. 
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The Ecke family also sent free plants to television studios to brighten up their sets during the season and even appeared on some programs promot-
ing the showy plants...and the rest is history. Today, we have poinsettias of many colors and even some with variegated leaves. There are many arti-
cles on the Internet on how to keep your poinsettia alive and force it to color up for the holiday season. However, these plants are very inexpensive 
and unless you're determined to see the process through, it makes more sense to purchase new ones each year. 

When you bring your poinsettia home, keep it in a room with plenty of light, make sure it has ample water (but doesn't sit soggy) and as far as tem-
perature goes, if you're comfortable, your poinsettia will be too. If you're planning on poinsettias being the centerpiece of a holiday display in a room 
where there isn't much light, wait until the day of your party to move them into their places. This will have them looking their best when your guests 
arrive. 

Some people avoid poinsettias in their homes because of potential toxicity, fearing for pets or small children. While the plant is mildly toxic, it isn't 
harmful. POISINDEX, a major source for poison control centers says a 50-pound child would have to eat 500 bracts (leaves) to experience levels of 
toxins found to be harmful. There may be some skin or stomach irritation, but no lasting harm. Even pets reactions to the plant are mild. There may be 
a bit of drooling and even vomiting in circumstances where a large portion of the plant is consumed. Poinsettias brighten up our homes and work-
places during this season. They have an interesting history and people all over the world now accept them as a traditional plant for the holidays.  

CRANBERRIES ARE NOT JUST FOR THANKSGIVING ANY MORE! The cranberry has been associated with Thanksgiving and turkey since 1620. 
It is said that Native Americans first taught the hungry Pilgrims how to eat this acidic berry. Now cranberry sauce is an important part of Christmas in 
English-speaking countries everywhere. There are tons of delicious ways to use cranberries in recipes and in decorations. 

Everyone knows how to string cranberries to make a garland for the Christmas tree. (If little ones are helping, use a darning needle and waxed dental 
floss or colored yarn. If speed is of the essence, use a long, sharp needle, like a beading needle, or thread straight onto narrow gauge wire. In either 
case, you may intersperse with popcorn, cinnamon sticks, pinecones, acorns with a tiny hole drilled into them, or beads, or just use cranberries. Hang 
inside on the tree or outside for birds and critters to enjoy. Use shellac or varnish if you want them not to turn into dried cranberries, but not if you're 
planning for ANY living thing to eat them.  

Important facts about cranberries: 

Cranberries grow on vines in a bog - a marshy, acidic area, often near wetlands. The visual in the TV commercials of floating cranberries reflects the 
current method of harvesting cranberries - the bog is flooded so the floating berries can be harvested more easily. Interestingly, according 
to www.oceanspray.org, the cranberries we buy in the supermarket as fresh produce are harvested by hand. 

Cranberries DO possess magic substances that somehow render even a glass test tube less hospitable to bacteria; the bacteria seem to have a hard 
time sticking. These anti-sticky compounds have been identified as proanthocyanidins, or PCAs. PCAs seem to prevent bacteria from stick-
ing - or taking up residence and starting a family - on your teeth or in your stomach lining as well the lining of your bladder.  

To clarify, cranberries help prevent Urinary Tract Infections! The reports are still just starting to come in about how they can help prevent cavities 
(which we know are caused by bacteria) or ulcers (which may be, as well). People who drank cranberry juice (sweetened or unsweetened) 
or took cranberry supplements (any type containing PCAs) had a significantly lower rate of urinary tract infection. If you've ever had a UTI, 
you know that they are to be avoided! 

Even among berries, cranberries are the leading source of anti-oxidants, which we all know fight free radicals and help fight aging, maybe even hard-
ening of the arteries and cancer! They're also extraordinarilarily high in vitamin C.  

http://davesgarden.com/guides/articles/view/315/mailtooceanspray.org
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A Christmas Poem for Gardeners 
I found this version of Clement Moore’s famous poem, especially for gardeners, and thought 
I’d share it with you.  While this Santa may need a few lessons in sustainable gardening 
practices, he’s still sure to bring a smile to your face.   Best wishes for a joyous & magical 

Christmas. Enjoy!  

‘Twas the night before Christmas and all through the yard the branches were bare and the 
ground frozen hard; The roses were dormant and mulched all around to protect them from 

damage if frost heaves the ground. 

The perennials were nestled all snug in their beds while visions of 5-10-5 danced in their 

heads. The new-planted shrubs, had been soaked by the hose to settle their roots for the 

long winter’s doze. 

And out on the lawn, the new fallen snow protected the roots of the grasses below. When 

what to my wondering eyes should appear but a truck full of gifts of gardening gear. 

Saint Nick was the driver – the jolly old elf and he winked as he said, “I’m a gardener my-
self. I’ve brought wilt-pruf, rootone, and gibberellin, too. Please try them and see what they 

do. 

To start new plants, a propagating kit. Sparkling new shears, for the old apple tree. To 
seed your new lawn, I’ve a patented sower; in case it should grow, here’s a new power 

mower. 

For seed-planting days, I’ve a trowel and a dibble, and a roll of wire mesh if the rabbits 

should nibble. For the feminine gardener, some gadgets she loves; plant stakes, a sprin-

kler, and waterproof gloves. 

A chemical agent for the compost pit, and for pH detecting, a soil testing kit. With these 

colorful flagstones, lay a new garden path, for the kids to enjoy, and bird feeder and bath. 

And last but not least, some well-rotted manure. A green Christmas year round, these gifts 
will ensure.” Then jolly Saint Nick, having emptied his load, started his truck and took to 

the road. 

And I heard him exclaim through the motor’s loud hum “Merry Christmas to all, and to all 

a green thumb!” 

Note:  The original poem was written by horticulturist Richard Jauron and can be found at Iowa State University’s 
Cooperative Extension website.  

 

 

           (continued pg 7) 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.ipm.iastate.edu/ipm/hortnews/2007/12-5/NightBeforeChristmas.html
http://www.ipm.iastate.edu/ipm/hortnews/2007/12-5/NightBeforeChristmas.html
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Tennessee State University, The University of Tennessee, USDA,  

and County Governments Cooperating. The Agricultural Extension Service  

offers its programs to all persons regardless to race, color, national origin,  

sex, age, or disability and is an Equal Opportunity Employer.  

President  David Baker                931-624-5711      cqp425@gmail.com 

Past President  Colleen Teet              931-326-5899      colleen37142@yahoo.com       

VP Program  Linda Earp/Tina Dunlap   

VP Project  Jim Conatser              931-561-0929     Jim_Conatser@yahoo.com  

Secretary  Beverly Guinn              931-645-2554      beverly.guinn@gmail.com  

Treasurer  Jerry Weatherspoon  931-206-7610       weatherspoone@charter.net  

Refreshments  Volunteers    

Historian  (position open)    

Newsletter  Judie Treangen  931–320-6897       judie.treangen@yahoo.com  

Website  Phil Greenawalt  931-320-6910        philnjudie@gmail.com  

Date            Event          Time     Location           Program/Contact  

12/11      Christmas Mtg         6:30pm    Ag Ctr              Awards, Good Food and Fun 

No Exec Mtg as it falls on New Year’s Eve 

1/8/15      MG Gen Mtg           6:30pm    Ag Ctr              TBA 

 

 

Dates to Remember  

2014 – MASTER GARDENER/MONT. CO., TREAS. REPORT  

2014  Montgomery County Master Gardener Association 

      Treasurer Report 

October 31 2014 

Balance November 1, 2014                             $ 9189.58  
 

Add   

 

Total                                                               $ 9189.58  

MCMGA OFFICERS AND APPOINTED POSITIONS 2014  

 

 

 

 

Less: 

 
  Tina (Nov meeting)                                        55.25 

  Tina(Dec meeting)                                        381.51 

  Jim (Ext office)                                              62.39 

  Ext office (postage)                                        36.72 

 

Ending Balance 

November 30 2014                                      $ 8653.71  
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MCMGA Community Projects offer visibility and advertisement for the Master Gardeners program while providing area beautification. 

Choose from these MCMGA approved projects to earn ACE volunteer hours and community appreciation. 

 

Smith-Trahern Mansion, a beautiful, historic site overlooking the Cumberland River in downtown Clarksville used for weddings, 

meetings and guided tours, features period appropriate garden beds. Co-Chairs are Katie Smith, 931-647-5893 

kfs37042@hotmail.com; and Aprile Cacale, 931-338-2772 akcacal@bellsouth.net;  

The L & N Railroad Station, a historic Clarksville site located at 10th and Commerce, is a focal landmark used for weddings, pic-

nics and numerous cultural and community events. Co-Chairs are Diann Nance, 931-648-8701 nance.d@cdelightband.net and Eddie 

Materia, 803-968-1970 materia@charter.net;  

Madison Street Adopt-a-Plot is located at the intersection of Madison St. and Dogwood Lane.  MCMGA has long provided road-

side beauty to this Street Department program. Co-Chairs are Barbara Plechaty, 931-358-9340 dogwood931@charter.net and David 

Baker, 931-645-3020 cqp425@gmail.com; 

The Master Gardener Hotline is a key source to understanding and sharing of gardening information, providing a wealth of 

knowledge to everyday gardening questions from the community. Contact is Karla Kean, 931-648-5725 kkean@utk.edu; Co-chairs 

are Diana Ruby, 931-827-4455 dlynnr@hotmail.com; and Julie Stephenson, 931-494-9202 jsteph41@hotmail.com; 

Clarksville Police Department Headquarters, located on Commerce Street in downtown Clarksville, is a well-manicured highly 

visible, public site supporting our local city government. Co-Chairs are Phil Greenawalt and Judie Treangen,         931-320-6897 

philnjudie@gmail.com  

The Montgomery County Agricultural Extension Services Entrance Gardens and Hosta Beds have been landscaped to show-

case nature’s seasonal beauty for visiting speakers and organizations. Co-Chairs are Jim Conatser, 931-561-0929 

jim_conatser@yahoo.com and Kit Vaughn, 931-647-9803 vaughnh@charter.net; 

The Montgomery County Public Library is utilized by most community residents with donated indoor plants providing a lush, 

welcoming atmosphere for this quiet haven. Co-Chairs are Janice Ledbetter, 931-552-4590 jledbetter123@yahoo.com and Miyo 

Kachi, 931-503-0625 mkachi@gmail.com;   

The APSU Plant the Campus Red event invites Master Gardeners each spring to lead campus volunteers in garden design and 

placement under the direction of university landscapers. Co-chairs are Margaret Pace, 931-647-4328 pacem@apsu.edu; and Terry 

Simo, 931-436-1977 tsimo1948@gmail.com;  

Habitat for Humanity, a non-profit Christian housing ministry, strives to eliminate poverty housing; Master Gardeners volunteer 

landscaping expertise to designated building projects. Co-Chairs are Debby Johnson, 931-368-0239, debtj@hotmail.com; and  

Susan Binkley, 615-347-5056, susanb@511group.com;  

The Garden of Hope Community Garden project, located near Coy Lacy Park in the Beachaven area, oversees and coordinates 

gardening plots provided to our community members. Co-Chairs are Tina Dunlap, 931-358-9860 tdd7000@gmail.com; and Lanette 

Chittenden, 931-436-0634 blchittenden@gmail.com;    

The MCMGA Garden News, submitted on-line monthly, keeps membership updated and informed of current MCMGA activities; 

contributions are welcome. Co-Chair is Judie Treangen, 931-320-6897, judie.treangen@yahoo.com;   

 

The MCMGA Website provides a professional, pictorial on-line record of MCMGA information linking to numerous local, state 

and national master gardener related postings. Co- Chair is Phil Greenawalt, 931-320-6910, philnjudie@gmail.com;  

 

MASTER GARDENER PROJECTS 

mailto:kfs37042@hotmail.com
mailto:akcacal@bellsouth.net
mailto:nance.d@cdelightband.net
mailto:materia@charter.net
file:///C:/Users/Margret/Documents/dogwood931@charter.net%20
https://owa.apsu.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=f42c0a7c032d4dde94d2ee0fdee5fbd4&URL=mailto%3acqp425%40gmail.com
mailto:kkean@utk.edu
mailto:dlynnr@hotmail.com
mailto:jsteph41@hotmail.com
mailto:plgreenawalt@charter.net
https://owa.apsu.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=f42c0a7c032d4dde94d2ee0fdee5fbd4&URL=mailto%3ajim_conatser%40yahoo.com
https://owa.apsu.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=f42c0a7c032d4dde94d2ee0fdee5fbd4&URL=mailto%3avaughnh%40charter.net
https://owa.apsu.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=f42c0a7c032d4dde94d2ee0fdee5fbd4&URL=mailto%3ajledbetter123%40yahoo.com
https://owa.apsu.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=f42c0a7c032d4dde94d2ee0fdee5fbd4&URL=mailto%3amkachi%40gmail.com
mailto:pacem@apsu.edu
mailto:tsimo1948@gmail.com
mailto:debtj@hotmail.com
mailto:susanb@511group.com
https://owa.apsu.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=f42c0a7c032d4dde94d2ee0fdee5fbd4&URL=mailto%3atdd7000%40gmail.com
https://owa.apsu.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=f42c0a7c032d4dde94d2ee0fdee5fbd4&URL=mailto%3ablchittenden%40gmail.com
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 Montgomery County Master Gardener Program: 

IMPACT: 

• Composition of the organization: 86 registered Master Gardeners; 81 Active; 25 Lifetime; 5 Inactive  

• Of the 81 active Master Gardener’s reporting, volunteers devoted approximately 6173.79 hours of commu-

nity service (6173.79 x $22.55/hour) delivering an economic impact of $139,218.96. 

• Master Gardener volunteers drove approximately 22,857.96 miles allocating an economic impact of 

$10,743.24 (22,857.96 x .47). 

• In December 2014, the following recognitions will be given: 34-recertification, 4-Lifetime members; 7-5 

year members; 3-V.I.P. awards; 20-Gold Pin Recipients (for completing 100 hours or more of volunteer 

service) 

• Master Gardener Projects: The Montgomery County Master Gardener Association currently supports 13 

ongoing community projects.  

• Total Trainees/Interns for 2013 = 18; Total Interns receiving certification in 2014 = 10 

 

Project Volunteer Hour Totals: 

Smith-Trahern Mansion: 251 hours 

L & N Train Station:  26 hours 

Adopt-a-Plot:   202 hours 

Master Gardener Hotline: 117 hours 

Clarksville Police Headquarters: 73 hours 

Extension office gardens: 169 hours 

Public Library:   91 hours 

Plant the Campus Red:  48 hours  

Habitat for Humanity:  223 hours 

Garden of Hope:  211 hours 

Newsletter:   80 hours 

Website:   64 hours 

Garden Tour:   2028 hours 

General (meetings etc.):  436 hours 

 

Tennessee Master Gardener Winter School Set for 2015 

February 26-27, 2015 Murfreesboro, TN 

More details coming soon 
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MCMGA Executive Committee Meeting 

4:30 pm, Wednesday 

December 3, 2014        

  

 

Attendances:  David Baker, Tina Dunlap, Jim Conatser, Phil Greenawalt, Beverly Guinn, Colleen Teet, Judie Treangen, Jerry Weather-

spoon 

 

President, David Baker, called the meeting to order at the Elliott Building Conference Room.   

Agenda— 

***December is our Food Drive Month.  Please bring canned goods or other nonperishable items to the December meeting to be 

given to one of the local organizations that help the needy during this time of the year. 

***Karla Kean e-mailed that we usually give Debbie Appleton and Mary Whitford, secretaries at the Extension Office, $50 checks for 

Christmas for all the help they give MG throughout the year.  We chose to continue this practice. 

***Winter School is Feb. 27-28 in Murfreesboro for MG officers. MG will pay registration for any officers going.  The officers must pay 

any other expense.  Jim Conatser said that he might go. 

***Linda Earp is making arrangements for the meat, stuffing, and gravy to be picked up by Shan Smith in Erin, Tn.  This is for the Christ-

mas Banquet for the December MG meeting. 

***Colleen Teet is planning for 83 people to attend the December meeting at this time.  Decorating of the tables will be Wednesday before 

the meeting.  They will start at 9 a.m. and work until finished.  Anyone interested, come and enjoy the fun. 

***Jerry Weatherspoon is submitting the treasurer’s report at this time.  See Treasurer’s Report in this newsletter for expenses and final 

balance. 

***Shan Smith is working on the speaker for the January meeting.  There is a new MG State Coordinator and she would like to come to 

our meeting and speak.  Shan is checking to see when this can be coordinated. 

 

The meeting was adjourned. 

Submitted by Beverly Guinn, MCMGA Recording Secretary 
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Spotlight On The Garden 
Another fun day planting at the Police Station 

.What a great group to show up in the cold and get this project 

in for the winter 
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Garden Tips for Fall  
Courtesy of Home Depot 

  
  

  

Spring-blooming bulbs seem like such a miracle. Pop the little bulbs into the soil in fall and like magic, 

richly colored flowers emerge in early spring, often before the snow has even melted from the ground.  Of 

course, as with all gardening, you'll have better success if you follow a few time-honored tips and take the 
time to prepare the soil when planting flowers for spring. 

  

  

Where you plant bulbs is everything. Spring-blooming bulbs demand excellent drainage, for example. Ideal 

places include slopes, berms, raised beds, and any other spot where water can drain freely. Also, don't make 
the common mistake of planting spring-blooming bulbs closer than 4 feet from a house. The home's warmth 

will cause them to grow prematurely, harming their ability to bloom well and stay healthy year after year.  

Plant spring-blooming bulbs in fall, as soon as possible after receiving them so they don't dry out. You can 

plant them any time until the soil freezes. Since bulbs need good drainage, prepare the soil well. Dig to a 
depth of at least 18 inches, working in compost or sphagnum peat moss to improve soil texture.  

Add to the planting hole a fertilizer made specifically for bulbs. Although bone meal is a popular bulb fertil-

izer, it is not a complete fertilizer for bulbs. You may want to consider adding other fertilizers to supplement 

it.  

Position the bulbs, pointed end up, to the depth specified. As a rule, plant tulips and hyacinths 6 to 8 inches 

deep; daffodils 6 to 9 inches deep; and crocuses, glory-of-the-snow, snowflakes, grape hyacinths, snowdrops 

and squill 3 to 5 inches deep. (Those depths refer to the bottom of the bulb; that is, the base of the bulb 
should be planted at that depth.)  

Fill in the area with soil and water well. For additional protection, consider adding a layer of mulch.  

 

 

-  

  

http://www.homedepot.com/b/Outdoors-Garden-Center-Garden-Plants-Flowers-Flower-Bulbs/N-5yc1vZc8rt

