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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

 

It finally happened.  Spring has sprung.  It has been sunny and warm.  Today we had a real spring 

storm.  It was near 70, the clouds started rolling in.  The wind had 22 mph gusts at my house. 

Then the rain started.  There was thunder and lightening. It was great! 

 

But, you know what that means.  Time to get busy.  Cleaning up your flower beds.  Tilling and 

cleaning the garden.  Prepping to plant and bring on the color!  I even went to Rural King and 

picked up supplies to put in another small bed.  I am ready! 

 

Speaking of getting out there...it is also time to think about the Association Projects you want to 

work on.  Jim Conatser will have the sign-up sheets at the April 9 meeting.   

 

We also have the Natural Living Fair on April 11 for the Amare Montessori Fund Raising.  Jet 

Alexander is co-chairing this event and can use a few more volunteers to help at the booth for an 

hour or so.  Please contact her.   

 

On April 18 we have the Don Shadow Trip.  We still have plenty of room and it would be great if 

everyone would sign up.   

 

Margaret Pace is scheduling the Plant the Campus Red at Austin Peay for April 22.  She will tell 

us all about it at the April 9 meeting.   

 

Last, but not least, April 25 is the Plant Sale.  I always look forward to the Plant Sales.  I love 

knowing that many of the plants in my yard came from friends and avid gardeners.  Thank you. 

 

I am still asking for more suggestions of trips we can take as a whole.  With a list, maybe some-

one will volunteer to contact the suggested places and find out what kind of group discounts are 

available.  Maybe a special garden locally, or nursery where we can learn something new.   

 

Because of the holiday schedule, the meeting reminder cards will be sent Monday.  If you know 

of anyone who does not have a computer, please call them.   

 

Also, we have been asked not to use the Kitchen anymore.  We will have to go to the break room 

to clean any dirty dishes. 

 

April is a busy month, but activities will slow down and summer will roll along.  

 

Thank you to the members who are helping Karla with the classes.   CEU's, updated information 

and meeting new people.  Great time! 

 

See you all next week. 

 

Tina Dunlap 
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MCMGA Meeting Minutes 

7:00 PM, Thursday   

 March 12, 2015 

 

MCMCA met at the Montgomery County Extension Office where the meeting was called to order by our president, Tina Dunlap.  

 

There were no corrections to the minutes as read in the March 2015 newsletter and they were approved. 

The Treasurer’s Report was accepted and seconded as read in the newsletter.   

 

Agenda— 

***About Members—Joy Moody thanked the members for all their calls, cards, and prayers.  She is still feeling weak but progress-

ing in her recovery.  Debbie Hammerstein had a good report and is getting stronger. 

***Tina introduced new 2015 MG intern visitors and thanked former members that had returned. 

***MG is setting up an information table and display for the opening of the new Montessori School. It will be an informational fair 

on April 11, 8-5. Volunteers are needed to man the table and give information on our program. Jet Williams and several other mem-

bers volunteered to work with this project to set up the display and man the table. 

***Tina invited all MG members to attend the New MG Intern Class meeting on Wednesday in April and May. This a good chance 

to meet the members and review the information given. 

***Karla Kean stated that March 24 is the meeting for organization of the Garden of Hope at the library, 5:50 pm, Large Meeting 

Room. 

***Shan Smith confirmed that the trip to Don Shadow’s would be April 18.  The cost will be $25.00 to reserve a seat. Members can 

invite guests to fill the bus. Shan passed the signup sheet and collected deposits. You will need to email Shan if you are not present 

at the meeting. Shan saw Don and Mary Shadow at the Nashville Lawn and Garden Show recently. 

***Shan mentioned future speakers such as Troy Marden at the May meeting and “The Butterfly Lady” for the October meeting.  

***Phil Greenawalt reminded us of the Spring Plant Sale, Saturday, April 25. Pot plants and have them labeled with names, grow-

ing conditions, and price. Bring plants to the library by 7:30 am. The sale starts at 8:00 am.  

***Phil and Judie are driving to Mary’s Greenhouse, McMinnville, TN on Friday, March 27. Anyone that would like to carpool, 

meet at Kmart. 

***Karla reminded members of the 4H chili supper, March 13 and volunteers are needed to help serve. She also mentioned that the 

50K Tree Planting would be March 14, rain or shine. Members are encouraged to bring shovels to either of the two locations, Val-

leybrook Park or Billy Dunlap Park. The planting will be 10 am – 11 am.  Be there by 9:30. 

 

Program—Jeff Essig of Bowling Green, KY spoke on growing blueberries. Bluegrass Blueberries is his family nursery where he 

sells various types of blueberry bushes. They have 38 acres of blueberries.  He discussed which blueberries grow best for different 

climates. He emphasized that soil preparation is vital. You need to test your soil and it may take 4 months to get your soil correct 

before you plant your blueberries for maximum success. He sold plants to MG and will return on April 25 with more plants during 

the Spring Plant Sale.  

 

The meeting was adjourned and door prize drawings were held.  

 

Submitted by Beverly Guinn, Secretary, MCMGA 
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The purpose of the Association shall be to support and engage in the 

projects and activities which will foster horticulture related 

activities or any projects and activities which it may deem to be advis-

able to engage in and which will enhance the quality of life of 

the residents of Montgomery County, Tennessee, and all such projects 

and activities shall be in cooperation with the Extension 

Service, University of Tennessee. 

1030 Cumberland Heights Rd 

Ste-A  

Clarksville, TN 37040  

Montgomery County  

Master Gardeners  

Association  

Phone: 931-648-5725 ext 31  

Fax: 931-648-5734  

kkean@utk.edu 

www.montgomerycounty 

mastergardenersassociation

.com 

 

A special thanks to our speaker, Jeff Essig, for her presentation on  

Blueberries 
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er

 

 Not available 

    

     

 

Had a great visit with Master Gardener Eunice Martin who is recovering from open 

heart surgery in the Clarksville Nursing and Rehab Center. 

Since she was going to miss her beautiful wildflowers blooming this spring, we brought 

her in a couple of vases of flowers blooming in our yard so she could feel like she was 

at home in the gardens. Get well soon Eunice. 

PLANT THE CAMPUS RED 

 

Plant the Campus Red is scheduled on Wednesday, April 22, 2015 (Earth Day). Plant the Campus 

Red is an annual event held to help beautify the Austin Peay campus with plants and flowers. 

APSU students, staff, and faculty will work with the Montgomery County Master Gardeners to 

plant nearly 3,000 plants in locations all across campus.  A sign-up sheet for Master Gardeners 

participating in this project will be circulated at the MG meeting on April 9.  Campus parking 

passes will also be available at that time.  Master Gardeners are asked to check in/register at the 

University Center Plaza between 2:00 and 2:15pm on the day of the event.  Wear your Master Gar-

dener t-shirt/ID. 
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Tennessee State University, The University of Tennessee, USDA,  

and County Governments Cooperating. The Agricultural Extension Service  

offers its programs to all persons regardless to race, color, national origin,  

sex, age, or disability and is an Equal Opportunity Employer.  

President  Tina Dunlap                 931-358-9860     tdd7000@gmail.com 

Past President  Colleen Teet              931-326-5899      colleen37142@yahoo.com       

VP Program  Shan Smith                 931-358-5236      shansmith353@gmail.com   

VP Project  Jim Conatser              931-561-0929     Jim_Conatser@yahoo.com  

Secretary  Beverly Guinn              931-645-2554      beverly.guinn@gmail.com  

Treasurer  Jerry Weatherspoon  931-206-7610       weatherspoone@charter.net  

Refreshments  Volunteers    

Historian  (position open)    

Newsletter  Judie Treangen  931–320-6897       judie.treangen@yahoo.com  

Website  Phil Greenawalt  931-320-6910        philnjudie@gmail.com  

Date            Event          Time     Location           Program/Contact  

4/9          MG Mtg                    6:30pm    Ag Ctr               TBA 

4/18       Don Shadow              6am         Kmart               All day trip 

4/25       Plant Sale                  8am         Library              Judie/Barbara/Phil  

5/7         Exec Mtg                   4:30pm    Conf Rm 

5/14       MG Gen Mtg              6:30pm    Ag Ctr                Troy Marden   

Dates to Remember  

2015 – MASTER GARDENER/MONT. CO., TREAS. REPORT  

2015 Montgomery County Master Gardener Association 

      Treasurer Report 

March 31, 2015 
Balance March 1,2015                                                 9,130.44 

Add  

  

Dues                                                                                   320.00 

  Shirts                                                                                   55.00 

 

Don Shadows trip                                                 675.00 

 

 

 

MCMGA OFFICERS AND APPOINTED POSITIONS 2015  

 

 

Less: 

 

Postage                                                                36.72                                                           
 
Speaker Fee                                             50.00 

 

Bus for Don Shadows trip                       412.50 

 

 

 

Ending Balance 

Balance March 31, 2015                               9681.22 
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MCMGA Community Projects offer visibility and advertisement for the Master Gardeners program while providing area beautification. 

Choose from these MCMGA approved projects to earn ACE volunteer hours and community appreciation. 

 

Smith-Trahern Mansion, a beautiful, historic site overlooking the Cumberland River in downtown Clarksville used for weddings, 

meetings and guided tours, features period appropriate garden beds. Co-Chairs are Katie Smith, 931-647-5893 

kfs37042@hotmail.com; and Aprile Cacale, 931-338-2772 akcacal@bellsouth.net;  

The L & N Railroad Station, a historic Clarksville site located at 10th and Commerce, is a focal landmark used for weddings, pic-

nics and numerous cultural and community events. Co-Chairs are Diann Nance, 931-648-8701 nance.d@cdelightband.net and Eddie 

Materia, 803-968-1970 materia@charter.net;  

Madison Street Adopt-a-Plot is located at the intersection of Madison St. and Dogwood Lane.  MCMGA has long provided road-

side beauty to this Street Department program. Co-Chairs are Barbara Plechaty, 931-358-9340 dogwood931@charter.net and David 

Baker, 931-645-3020 cqp425@gmail.com; 

The Master Gardener Hotline is a key source to understanding and sharing of gardening information, providing a wealth of 

knowledge to everyday gardening questions from the community. Contact is Karla Kean, 931-648-5725 kkean@utk.edu; Co-chairs 

are Diana Ruby, 931-827-4455 dlynnr@hotmail.com; and Julie Stephenson, 931-494-9202 jsteph41@hotmail.com; 

Clarksville Police Department Headquarters, located on Commerce Street in downtown Clarksville, is a well-manicured highly 

visible, public site supporting our local city government. Co-Chairs are Phil Greenawalt and Judie Treangen,         931-320-6897 

philnjudie@gmail.com  

The Montgomery County Agricultural Extension Services Entrance Gardens and Hosta Beds have been landscaped to show-

case nature’s seasonal beauty for visiting speakers and organizations. Co-Chairs are Jim Conatser, 931-561-0929 

jim_conatser@yahoo.com and Kit Vaughn, 931-647-9803 vaughnh@charter.net; 

The Montgomery County Public Library is utilized by most community residents with donated indoor plants providing a lush, 

welcoming atmosphere for this quiet haven. Co-Chairs are Janice Ledbetter, 931-552-4590 jledbetter123@yahoo.com and Miyo 

Kachi, 931-503-0625 mkachi@gmail.com;   

The APSU Plant the Campus Red event invites Master Gardeners each spring to lead campus volunteers in garden design and 

placement under the direction of university landscapers. Co-chairs are Margaret Pace, 931-647-4328 pacem@apsu.edu; and Terry 

Simo, 931-436-1977 tsimo1948@gmail.com;  

Habitat for Humanity, a non-profit Christian housing ministry, strives to eliminate poverty housing; Master Gardeners volunteer 

landscaping expertise to designated building projects. Co-Chairs are Debby Johnson, 931-368-0239, debtj@hotmail.com; and  

Susan Binkley, 615-347-5056, susanb@511group.com;  

The Garden of Hope Community Garden project, located near Coy Lacy Park in the Beachaven area, oversees and coordinates 

gardening plots provided to our community members. Co-Chairs are Tina Dunlap, 931-358-9860 tdd7000@gmail.com; and Jet 

Alexander, 931-561-6963 jet2jet1010@yahoo.com. 

The MCMGA Garden News, submitted on-line monthly, keeps membership updated and informed of current MCMGA activities; 

contributions are welcome. Co-Chair is Judie Treangen, 931-320-6897, judie.treangen@yahoo.com;   

 

The MCMGA Website provides a professional, pictorial on-line record of MCMGA information linking to numerous local, state 

and national master gardener related postings. Co- Chair is Phil Greenawalt, 931-320-6910, philnjudie@gmail.com;  

 

MASTER GARDENER PROJECTS 

mailto:kfs37042@hotmail.com
mailto:akcacal@bellsouth.net
mailto:nance.d@cdelightband.net
mailto:materia@charter.net
file:///C:/Users/Margret/Documents/dogwood931@charter.net%20
https://owa.apsu.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=f42c0a7c032d4dde94d2ee0fdee5fbd4&URL=mailto%3acqp425%40gmail.com
mailto:kkean@utk.edu
mailto:dlynnr@hotmail.com
mailto:jsteph41@hotmail.com
mailto:plgreenawalt@charter.net
https://owa.apsu.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=f42c0a7c032d4dde94d2ee0fdee5fbd4&URL=mailto%3ajim_conatser%40yahoo.com
https://owa.apsu.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=f42c0a7c032d4dde94d2ee0fdee5fbd4&URL=mailto%3avaughnh%40charter.net
https://owa.apsu.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=f42c0a7c032d4dde94d2ee0fdee5fbd4&URL=mailto%3ajledbetter123%40yahoo.com
https://owa.apsu.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=f42c0a7c032d4dde94d2ee0fdee5fbd4&URL=mailto%3amkachi%40gmail.com
mailto:pacem@apsu.edu
mailto:tsimo1948@gmail.com
mailto:debtj@hotmail.com
mailto:susanb@511group.com
https://owa.apsu.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=f42c0a7c032d4dde94d2ee0fdee5fbd4&URL=mailto%3atdd7000%40gmail.com
mailto:jet2jet1010@yahoo.com
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Fun times and rewards from trip to  

Mary’s Greenhouse in McMinnville TN 
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MCMGA Executive Committee Meeting 

 4:30 p.m. Wednesday 

April 1, 2015        

  

 

Attendances:  Tina Dunlap, Jim Conatser, Beverly Guinn, Karla Kean, Judie Treangen, Phil Greenawait 

 

President, Tina Dunlap, called the meeting to order. 

 

Agenda— 

***The Don Shadow Nursery trip is Saturday, April 18.  We will meet at 6 am at Kmart south.  Much can be learned from this very 

knowledgeable man. 

***Plant the Campus Red will be Wednesday, April 22 on the APSU campus with registration at 2 pm. Margaret Pace will give us 

more information at the April meeting. 

***MCMGA Annual Spring Plant Sale will be Saturday, April 25 at the Montgomery County Library.  The sale will be from 8 am 

until plants sell out. ALL help is encouraged and appreciated.  Pot up your plants and have them labeled with name, shade or sun, 

price ($1, $2, etc.) and any other information.  Members have occasionally brought pictures to show how the plant will look when it 

flowers.  Volunteers need to be there at 7:30 am. 

***Karla Kean is having an Urban Tree Steward class on April 25.  There will be details in the newsletter. 

***It has been called to our attention that we might need to read over our by-laws occasionally, as we forget from time to time.  It 

states that we either pay a speaker fee or a speaker brings items to sell and receives a profit.  We do not do both.  Thanks for remind-

ing us. 

***The Blueberry Guy from Bowling Green, Ky. has been invited to our MCMA Plant Sale. This is because members wanted blue-

berry bushes and he only brought a few to our meeting. Since he needs to come back, he was invited to the plant sale. This is a one-

time exception for a commercial producer to join the MCMGA plant sale. The Executive Board feels that this is a MG function and 

not be open to other organizations.  

***We are updating the MG handout.  Tina Dunlap is getting updated information and revisions from the Executive Board.  All 

websites have been checked to see that they are current. We will continue to update information next month so that we can give the 

printing of the handouts to David Baker in May. 

***The Commercial Kitchen at the Extension Office is OFF LIMITS for the MG during meetings and during the MG Intern Ses-

sions.  It is also closed to other organizations meeting there. We must use the refrigerator in the lounge area. This has to do with 

very stringent health regulations for those preparing food in the kitchen. 

***It has been ask that the president use a microphone at all meetings as some cannot hear from where they are sitting.  Also it is 

being asked that meetings end at 8:30 pm. 

***Karla needs 10 volunteers to help with a project for Child Care Workers. It will be about bringing nature into child care activi-

ties. The workers will go from station to station and learn ways to involve children. This meeting will be Thurs., April 23, 6:30-

8:30, at the Madison Street United Methodist Church. She will have a signup sheet at the meeting. 

***Jerry Weatherspoon e-mailed Phil with the treasurer report. We started March with $9,130.44 and collected dues and payments 

to end with $9,681.22. See details in the treasurer report in this issue. 

The meeting was adjourned. 

 

Submitted by Beverly Guinn, MCMGA Recording Secretary 
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Spotlight On The Garden 
Spring is in the air  
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Plant Summer Bulbs Now 
Courtesy of Home Depot 

When it’s warm enough to plant tomatoes 

outside — about 60 degrees — it’s warm 

enough to plant summer bulbs. Bulbs are one 

of the easiest plants to grow, and they burst 

with beautiful blooms that are perfect for bou-

quets. For the best flower show, plant lots of 

bulbs. 

If your spring is rainy or cold, you can start 

your bulbs indoors in pots. Then, move them 

to the garden when the weather improves.  

 

PLANT SUMMER BULBS IN 6 SIMPLE STEPS: 

1. Use a trowel or shovel to dig a hole about 3 times as deep as the height of the bulb. Some bulbs, like dahlias, need to be 

planted deeper. Read the labels on the bulbs or packages to know exactly how deep and far apart to plant. 

2. Mix some compost and bulb food into the soil. 

3. Put the bulbs in the hole with the pointed ends up. If you can’t tell which end is pointed, plant the bulbs on their sides. 

They’ll figure out which way to grow on their own. 

4. Replace the soil, and gently press it down around the bulbs. 

5. Water the bulbs and cover them with 2″-3” of mulch. 

Apply an all-purpose fertilizer when they start growing. 

TIP: 

When the blooms are finished, cut faded flowers but leave the foliage. They’ll use it to store energy for next year. 

PRODUCT CHECKLIST: 
Assorted summer bulbs 

Shovel or trowel 

Compost 

Bulb food 

Bulb fertilizer 

http://www.homedepot.com/b/Outdoors-Garden-Center-Garden-Plants-Flowers-Flower-Bulbs/Summer/N-5yc1vZc8rtZ1z0tdx8
http://www.homedepot.com/b/Outdoors-Garden-Center-Garden-Tools-Digging-Tools-Shovels/N-c5rrZ5yc1v
http://www.homedepot.com/b/Outdoors-Garden-Center-Garden-Tools-Gardening-Tools-Garden-Trowels/N-c5qwZ5yc1v
http://www.homedepot.com/b/Outdoors-Garden-Center-Landscaping-Soil-Soil-Amendments-Soil-Amendments/N-bx7hZ5yc1v
http://www.homedepot.com/b/Outdoors-Garden-Center-Flowers-Plants-and-Trees-Plant-Food-Fertilizer-Plant-Flower-Fertilizer/N-5yc1vZc5ti
http://www.homedepot.com/s/bulb%2520fertilizer?NCNI-5

