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April 2014 News Letter  

      Hip hip hurray spring is finally on her way. Most of our cold weather is gone 

but remember the master gardener rule of thumb to wait and plant those tender 

new plants a week after tax day. We are all biting the bit to get going on our gar-

dens after this long winter. I have seen it snow on Mother’s Day in our area. 

       It’s a good time to start cleaning those flower beds and picking out those bulbs 

and perennials that are out of place. Digging them and potting them up for our Sat-

urday April 26th plant sale. This year will hopefully be a big success for our Master 

Gardener Spring Plant Sale. We need to be at the Clarksville/Montgomery County 

Public Library around 7:00-7:30 a.m. to set up and be ready to start selling our 

plants at 8:00. Usually they sell out quickly. 

      Wednesday, April 23rd is our fun project, Plant the Campus Red at Austin Peay 

State University. We team up with students and plant red and white flowers all over 

the campus. Margaret Pace is project manager for this project. If you have not had 

a chance to sign up for this, please contact Margaret:  pacem@apsu.edu.  I have 
always enjoyed this project and it takes only a few hours of your time. I know being 

on Wednesday, it’s hard for most working volunteers to be there, but it works better 

for the students. I have spoken with students that participated in years past and 

they all said “helping to beautify their campus gave them a feeling of pride”. 

      Our garden tour is in June. Any member that is going to be part of our tour 

and feels over whelmed and needing a helping hand please let me know and I’m 

sure we can get a few members out to help you get your gardens ready for the tour. 

Colleen was needing a few more volunteers to help with this project. Please contact 

her if you wish to help. I had the honor of helping two years ago at Angie Tonner’s 

home for the tour. I pulled up at her house that morning and my mouth dropped 

and I looked up to heaven and thanked God for giving me a few hours of heaven on 

earth. Her gardens where that beautiful. 

      Quote:  “Spring comes:  the flowers learn their colored shapes.”  Maria Konop-

nicka. 

Debbie Hammerstein 

MCMGA: President 

mailto:pacem@apsu.edu
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Montgomery County Master Gardeners Meeting Minutes 

March 13, 2014 

 

The business meeting was called to order by past president,  Colleen Teet at 7:00 pm at the Extension Office. 

 

The minutes were approved, seconded, and accepted as read in the newsletter. 

 

Treasurer’s Report:  approved and seconded as read in the newsletter.  Reminder that membership dues should 

be paid to Jerry Weatherspoon. 

 

Executive Board Report: no meeting due to ice and snow. 

 

Agenda— 

***Jim Conatser passed around the 2014 volunteer sign-up sheets stating that each member needs to have at 

least 5 volunteer hours in the community service category. 

***Margaret Pace stated that the date had changed for the Plant the Campus Red project.  It is now April 23, 

Wednesday, 2:30-4:30. Please sign up. 

***Plant Sale will be April 26, 2014.  Start getting your plants ready. 

***Colleen Teet announced that the Winter Short Course was cancelled due to lack of enrollment. 

***Kristi Morrison talked about her plans for advertisement for the upcoming Plant Sale and Tour of Gardens. 

***Karla Kean discussed plans for the Garden of Hope and the dedication of the John Bartee Building.  March 26 

is the Spring Adventure at the Summit Heights community center and she needed volunteers to help.  There will 

be no Master Gardener class this year.  She is offering it every other year.  It will be offered in 2015. 

 

Speaker:  Georgeanne McCoy--Mrs. McCoy is with the Middle Tennessee Hosta Society.  She also volunteers at 

Cheekwood as a docent guide.  She was involved with the planting of the many, many hostas in the shade gar-

dens at Cheekwood.  She mentioned the world-class dogwood collection and the 100,000 bulbs planted this year. 

Georgeanne presented a slide show and very interesting talk about the “Sculpture Trail” that is a mile long trail 

filled with sculpture by world-renowned artists.  This is a permanent exhibit built in the late 90’s and everyone 

should come and walk to curving art/nature exhibits.   

 

The meeting was adjourned and door prize drawings were held. 

 

Respectfully submitted by Beverly Guinn. 
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The purpose of the Association shall be to support and engage in the 

projects and activities which will foster horticulture related 

activities or any projects and activities which it may deem to be advis-

able to engage in and which will enhance the quality of life of 

the residents of Montgomery County, Tennessee, and all such projects 

and activities shall be in cooperation with the Extension 

Service, University of Tennessee. 

1030 Cumberland Heights Rd 

Ste-A  

Clarksville, TN 37040  

Montgomery County  

Master Gardeners  

Association  

Phone: 931-648-5725 ext 31  

Fax: 931-648-5734  

kkean@utk.edu 

www.montgomerycounty 

mastergardenersassociation

.com 

 

                                                          

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 INDIAN SUNFLOWER 

Many mysterious surrounds us in life and Natïve Only People Good 
in heart and good in their spirit can see these special Indian 
Plants. 

Behold my Brothers Spring has come The Earth has received the 
embraces of the Sun, and we should soon see the results of that 
love. 

Every seed is awakened and so has all animal life.  It is like this 
mysterious power that we to have our being and we therefore yield 
to our neighbors even our animal neighbors.  The same right as 
ourselves; to exhibit this land. 

                     CHIIEF SITTING BULL   aka Hunkpapa Sioux 

Thanks to Georgeanne McCoy for coming 
to speak to us on the Cheekwood Garden 

Sculpture Trail 
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Karla’s Korner April 2014 

 

April Gardening Tips and To Do List 

Planning: 

To fail to plan is to plan to fail.   

 

When purchasing bedding annuals this spring, choose properly grown plants with good color. Purchase 

plants with well-developed root systems that are vigorous, but not too large for their pots, and lots of un-

opened buds. Yes, unopened blooms!  Plants that bloom in the pack are often root bound and can be set 

back for several weeks after being transplanted. Plants not yet in bloom will actually bloom sooner, be better 
established and grow faster.  It will soon be time to start feeding the hummingbirds so plan to entice hum-

mingbirds to your garden this year by planting red or orange flowers. Monarda (beebalm) is a good perennial 

to provide nectar for these small birds. For hot-weather color, select one of the following: Gloriosa Daisy, 

Madagascar Periwinkle, Ornamental Peppers, Mexican Zinnia or Amaranthus 'Joseph's Coat. 

 

April is a good time to clean up plants and flower beds. Pick out dead leaves and twigs and prune dead 

limbs. Label the clumps of daffodils that are too crowded, as overcrowding inhibits blooming. Dig up and 

separate in July. Cut flower stalks back to the ground on daffodils, hyacinths and other spring flowering 
bulbs as the flowers fade. Do not cut the foliage until it dies naturally. The leaves are necessary to produce 

strong bulbs capable of reflowering. 

 

Warm season plants should be planted only after all danger of frost is past which is around April 16 – 25th in 

the Clarksville area.  Put your landscape design knowledge to use by drawing a plot layout of your flower 

beds and borders. This is an essential, but often neglected task. With an accurate plot plan, you will know 

where to locate the spring flowering bulbs you plant next fall. Also, it will make your spring and summer gar-
dening easier because you will be able to correctly identify the plants in your beds.  Continuous blooming 

can be achieved throughout the season by setting young annuals between bulbs and early flowering perenni-

als after their blooms have faded. 

 

Planting: 

Don’t get in a big hurry to begin planting warm-season vegetables such as tomatoes, peppers, and eggplants. 

Sow cool season plants such as beets, beans, cucumbers, carrots, lettuce, sweet corn and radishes directing 

into the garden.  Inter-mix herbs such as thyme, sage, parsley, chives and basil with your vegetables and 

flowers.  Other warm season annuals such as impatiens, marigolds, petunias, sunflowers, zinnia, lobelia, 
allysum may also be planted now (or after April 16th).  You may also finish planting summer-flowering bulbs 

like tuberose, gladiolus, dahlias, and callas for wonderful summer blooms.   

 

Maintenance: 

Frost tender plants that have been inside the home or greenhouse such as citrus, fuchsia, geranium, hibis-

cus, mandevilla, and bougainvillea can go outdoors when all chance of frost is gone.  The perfect time is 

when night temperatures stay about 55 Degrees F.  Start feeding potted plants every two to three weeks with 

half-strength liquid fertilizer.  Mulch is definitely our garden friend but there is such a thing as too much of 

a good thing.  Mulching the soil will save water, smother weeds, keep soil cooler. Spread 1-3 inches of bark 
chips, compost, wood shavings, or other organic material under shrubs trees, annuals and vegetables. Thin 

vegetables that were sown too thickly, like basil, carrots, green onions, or lettuce.  Now is also the time to 

divide mint, chive, tarragon, and creeping thyme.  
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Tennessee State University, The University of Tennessee, USDA,  

and County Governments Cooperating. The Agricultural Extension Service  

offers its programs to all persons regardless to race, color, national origin,  

sex, age, or disability and is an Equal Opportunity Employer.  

President  Debbie Hammerstein  931-216-0969      hammersteindeb@aol.com 

Past President  Colleen Teet              931-326-5899      colleen37142@yahoo.com       

VP Program  Wendy Young              410-917-8799      wendyinmd@hotmail.com  

VP Project  Jim Conatser              931-561-0929     Jim_Conatser@yahoo.com  

Secretary  Beverly Guinn              931-645-2554      beverly.guinn@gmail.com  

Treasurer  Jerry Weatherspoon  931-206-7610       weatherspoone@charter.net  

Refreshments  Volunteers    

Historian  (position open)    

Newsletter  Judie Treangen  931–320-6897       judie.treangen@yahoo.com  

Website  Phil Greenawalt  931-320-6910        philnjudie@gmail.com  

Date            Event          Time     Location           Program/Contact  

4/10       MG Mtg                    6:30pm    Ag Ctr              Karla/ Vegetables 

4/26       MG Plant Sale           8am        Library             Judie/Phil/Barbara/Susan 

6/14       MG Garden Tour       9-3         Various             Colleen 

 

Dates to Remember  

2014 – MASTER GARDENER/MONT. CO., TREAS. REPORT  

2014  Montgomery County Master Gardener Association 

      Treasurer Report 

March 31 2014 

Beginning balance (per checkbook 2/28/2014) 

 7,638.43  

Debits 

Wendy Young (supplies)                                     $138.69 
      ____________ 

            $138.69 

MCMGA OFFICERS AND APPOINTED POSITIONS 2014  

Credits: 

Credits:        

Deposit (2014 dues)     $ 120.00  

Livingstone Memorial                                        $ 430.00 

                                                                        ——————- 

                                                                         $ 550.00 

Ending balance (per checkbook) 3/31/2014   $ 8049.74  
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MCMGA Community Projects offer visibility and advertisement for the Master Gardeners program while providing area beautification. 

Choose from these MCMGA approved projects to earn ACE volunteer hours and community appreciation. 

 

Smith-Trahern Mansion, a beautiful, historic site overlooking the Cumberland River in downtown Clarksville used for weddings, 

meetings and guided tours, features period appropriate garden beds. Co-Chairs are Katie Smith, 931-647-5893 

kfs37042@hotmail.com; and Aprile Cacale, 931-338-2772 akcacal@bellsouth.net;  

The L & N Railroad Station, a historic Clarksville site located at 10th and Commerce, is a focal landmark used for weddings, pic-

nics and numerous cultural and community events. Co-Chairs are Diann Nance, 931-648-8701 nance.d@cdelightband.net and Eddie 

Materia, 803-968-1970 materia@charter.net;  

Madison Street Adopt-a-Plot is located at the intersection of Madison St. and Dogwood Lane.  MCMGA has long provided road-

side beauty to this Street Department program. Co-Chairs are Barbara Plechaty, 931-358-9340 dogwood931@charter.net and David 

Baker, 931-645-3020 cqp425@gmail.com; 

The Master Gardener Hotline is a key source to understanding and sharing of gardening information, providing a wealth of 

knowledge to everyday gardening questions from the community. Contact is Karla Kean, 931-648-5725 kkean@utk.edu; Co-chairs 

are Diana Ruby, 931-827-4455 dlynnr@hotmail.com; and Julie Stephenson, 931-494-9202 jsteph41@hotmail.com; 

Clarksville Police Department Headquarters, located on Commerce Street in downtown Clarksville, is a well-manicured highly 

visible, public site supporting our local city government. Co-Chairs are Phil Greenawalt and Judie Treangen,         931-320-6897 

philnjudie@gmail.com  

The Montgomery County Agricultural Extension Services Entrance Gardens and Hosta Beds have been landscaped to show-

case nature’s seasonal beauty for visiting speakers and organizations. Co-Chairs are Jim Conatser, 931-561-0929 

jim_conatser@yahoo.com and Kit Vaughn, 931-647-9803 vaughnh@charter.net; 

The Montgomery County Public Library is utilized by most community residents with donated indoor plants providing a lush, 

welcoming atmosphere for this quiet haven. Co-Chairs are Janice Ledbetter, 931-552-4590 jledbetter123@yahoo.com and Miyo 

Kachi, 931-503-0625 mkachi@gmail.com;   

The APSU Plant the Campus Red event invites Master Gardeners each spring to lead campus volunteers in garden design and 

placement under the direction of university landscapers. Co-chairs are Margaret Pace, 931-647-4328 pacem@apsu.edu; and Terry 

Simo, 931-436-1977 tsimo1948@gmail.com;  

Habitat for Humanity, a non-profit Christian housing ministry, strives to eliminate poverty housing; Master Gardeners volunteer 

landscaping expertise to designated building projects. Co-Chairs are Debby Johnson, 931-368-0239, debtj@hotmail.com; and  

Susan Binkley, 615-347-5056, susanb@511group.com;  

The Garden of Hope Community Garden project, located near Coy Lacy Park in the Beachaven area, oversees and coordinates 

gardening plots provided to our community members. Co-Chairs are Tina Dunlap, 931-358-9860 tdd7000@gmail.com; and Lanette 

Chittenden, 931-436-0634 blchittenden@gmail.com;    

The MCMGA Garden News, submitted on-line monthly, keeps membership updated and informed of current MCMGA activities; 

contributions are welcome. Co-Chair is Judie Treangen, 931-320-6897, judie.treangen@yahoo.com;   

 

The MCMGA Website provides a professional, pictorial on-line record of MCMGA information linking to numerous local, state 

and national master gardener related postings. Co- Chair is Phil Greenawalt, 931-320-6910, philnjudie@gmail.com;  

 

MASTER GARDENER PROJECTS 

mailto:kfs37042@hotmail.com
mailto:akcacal@bellsouth.net
mailto:nance.d@cdelightband.net
mailto:materia@charter.net
file:///C:/Users/Margret/Documents/dogwood931@charter.net%20
https://owa.apsu.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=f42c0a7c032d4dde94d2ee0fdee5fbd4&URL=mailto%3acqp425%40gmail.com
mailto:kkean@utk.edu
mailto:dlynnr@hotmail.com
mailto:jsteph41@hotmail.com
mailto:plgreenawalt@charter.net
https://owa.apsu.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=f42c0a7c032d4dde94d2ee0fdee5fbd4&URL=mailto%3ajim_conatser%40yahoo.com
https://owa.apsu.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=f42c0a7c032d4dde94d2ee0fdee5fbd4&URL=mailto%3avaughnh%40charter.net
https://owa.apsu.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=f42c0a7c032d4dde94d2ee0fdee5fbd4&URL=mailto%3ajledbetter123%40yahoo.com
https://owa.apsu.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=f42c0a7c032d4dde94d2ee0fdee5fbd4&URL=mailto%3amkachi%40gmail.com
mailto:pacem@apsu.edu
mailto:tsimo1948@gmail.com
mailto:debtj@hotmail.com
mailto:susanb@511group.com
https://owa.apsu.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=f42c0a7c032d4dde94d2ee0fdee5fbd4&URL=mailto%3atdd7000%40gmail.com
https://owa.apsu.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=f42c0a7c032d4dde94d2ee0fdee5fbd4&URL=mailto%3ablchittenden%40gmail.com
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   The best rule of thumb is to prune spring-flowering shrubs and trees after bloom they have bloomed for the 

season.  Fertilize everything right now, but hold off fertilizing spring-flowering shrubs like azaleas, camel-

lias, and rhododendrons until after they have finished flowering using an acid based fertilizer. They also 
should be pruned after blooming. 

 

Happy Gardening  

Karla 

Events/CEU Opportunities: 

 

April 10, 2014: 

Webinar on Wildlife Damage Management Training for Master Gardeners and others who engage the public. Our 

webinar will be offered April 10, 2014 at 1:30 central time. It will be recorded for those that can’t make it. No need to 

sign up. Just show up at the appointed time. Link is available at https://learn.extension.org/events/1568 

 

April 11th & 12th; 9am-5pm 

Memphis Botanic Garden’s largest plant sale of the year features a huge assortment of perennials, annuals, herbs, 

vegetables, shrubs, and trees, plus specialty garden items by local artisans. 

http://memphisbotanicgarden.com/ViewMail.aspx?p=D1162210687796819D172&mmid=G6049437276G40gI410 

(901) 576-4100   info@memphisbotanicgarden.com 

     

APRIL 15TH PLEASE JOIN US FOR AN INFORMATIONAL MEETING & SIGN UP FOR THE GARDENS OF HOPE!  

TUESDAY, APRIL 15TH AT 6:00 PM CLARKSVILLE-MONTGOMERY COUNTY LIBRARY-LARGE MEETING ROOM 

 
MG Hotline Trainings: 

April 22nd, 1 – 2 pm  

April 24th, 9 – 10 am 

Please RSVP to Karla the time you would like to attend a training.  931-648-5725 or kkean@utk.edu  

If you have never worked the hotline before I would highly suggest you come for one of the trainings.  If you have already 

worked the hotline over the years do not feel obligated to attend a training session! 

 
May 19th, 2014 Robertson County 2014 Fencing Workshop  

4115 Lahr Rd (See directions below) Springfield, Tennessee 37172; May 19th, 2014 ; 8:30-4:00.  Directions from I-24:  

Take Exit 35 toward Springfield/Joelton, take a right onto US-431 N toward Springfield (8.5 mi), turn left onto Mount 
Zion Rd (3.8 mi), take slight right on Highway 49 W (1.6 mi), turn left onto Lahr Rd and  follow the signs to the barn.  
REGISTRATION: $10 per person if paid by May 2nd, 2014; $15 per person after or at check-in. Call Robertson Co SCD 

to Register: (615) 382-9863 X3 

 
Visit the Winter Market at the Smith Trahern Mansion (1st and McClure Street) this Friday and every Friday for a 

while from 9:30 until 1:30 with lots of fun and surprises. 

 
Third Tuesday Field Days & Educational Workshops 

April 15; 11 am - 1 pm 

Hivesplitting for Beekeepers: How to Double your Production 

Please note: This workshop will be most useful to established beekeepers. It is also advised to bring your own bee suit 

as real hives will be used for demonstration if weather conditions are favorable. 

$10 Registration fee (includes lunch) To register, contact Dr. Jason de Koff at 615-963-4929 or jdekoff@tnstate.edu  

Tennessee State University-TSU Ag Research Farm 

3101 River Road, Ashland City, TN 37015 

 

https://learn.extension.org/events/1568
http://memphisbotanicgarden.com/ViewMail.aspx?p=D1162210687796819D172&mmid=G6049437276G40gI410
mailto:info@memphisbotanicgarden.com
mailto:kkean@utk.edu
mailto:jdekoff@tnstate.edu
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MCMGA Executive Committee Meeting 

April 2, 2014        4:30 pm to 5:30 pm 
 

Attendances:  Debbie Hammerstein, Wendy Young, Jim Conatser, Beverly Guinn, Colleen Teet, Judie Treangen, Phil 
Greenawalt, Karla Kean, Kristi Morrison 

 

President, Debbie Hammerstein, called the meeting to order. 

 

Agenda-- 

***Christy Morrow spoke about being contacted for other jobs that weren’t advertising related.  She had volunteered to pro-
mote the activities of Master Gardeners through the advertising media but is being contacted to write articles, etc.  She doesn’t 
have the time to do these extra jobs but someone might want to volunteer to write articles or be contact person about articles 
in newspapers or magazines. 

***Colleen Teet reported on the progress of the Tour of Gardens.  Tickets were designed and are being printed with the assis-
tance of David Baker.  Posters/flyers are also being produced.  Special T-shirts are being made for the homeowners participat-
ing in the tour.  This is how individuals will recognize the homeowners for questions regarding their site.  Colleen has the list of 
volunteers completed for each home.  She is checking with each homeowner as to their needs for preparation of home gar-
dens and volunteers need to prepare for the tour.  There will be a volunteer meeting in May and Colleen will let everyone know 
what they need to do the day of the tour and before/after the tour.  Door prizes will also be given.  Linda Earp will organize the 
collection.  We have several large prizes and she will continue to collect items.  Tour members will register for the door prizes 
at one location. 

***Christy Morrow suggested that we update our website to include upcoming events for the community and helpful hints.  Phil 
Greenawalt stated that upcoming events are included on the MG Facebook page. 

***Karla Kean received money for the mowing of the Garden of Hope for this summer.  This will be deposited and paid as the 
mowing jobs are done.  It is usually mowed 10 times. 

***Karla Kean will be the speaker for April.  She will speak on “Vegetable Gardening.” 

***Phil Greenawalt gave the treasurer’s report for Jerry Weatherspoon that will be included in the April newsletter. 

***The Executive Board will meet on April 30 for the May meeting agenda. 

***Wendy Young reported on the local events of plants sale in the regional area. 

 

The meeting was adjourned. 

 

Submitted by Beverly Guinn 
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Spotlight On The Garden 
Finally Spring 
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April To Do List 

 

 

 

 

Feed Hungry Shrubs and Trees Now for Healthy Plants Later 

 

 

Difficulty: Beginner 

Duration: Less than 1 hour 

 

Fertilizing trees and shrubs encourages more blooms and healthy growth, but did you know it also helps 

them fight off disease and pests? Regular feeding improves their overall health, so they’re able to flourish. 

First, find the right type of fertilizer. Then, feed your hungry shrubs and trees. 

Types of Fertilizers: 
A soil test tells you what type of fertilizer your shrubs and trees need, and how much to apply. If you don’t 

have a test kit, ask your Garden Center associate to help you choose the right fertilizer. (Learn more about 

soil testing.) 

There are many kinds of fertilizers, including water-soluble, dry or granular, organic and inorganic. Or-

ganic fertilizers include bone meal and manures while other fertilizers are made from chemicals. Inorganic 

fertilizers feed your trees and shrubs faster than organics, which need time to break down in the soil.  

http://gardenclub.homedepot.com/?page_id=59&dif=Beginner
http://gardenclub.homedepot.com/?page_id=57&dur=time1
http://gardenclub.homedepot.com/testing-soil-for-optimal-growth
http://gardenclub.homedepot.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/02/simpletips-147284615-garden-beds-hydrangea-GC-580x330.jpg
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Understanding Fertilizer Bags: 
N-P-K refers to the ratio of important elements in a fertilizer or soil amendment. N, the first number, stands 

for nitrogen, which promotes leaf and stem growth. P, the second number, is for phosphorous, which helps 

roots, flowers and fruits grow. K, the third number, is for potassium, which improves overall plant health. 

How to Feed Shrubs: 

1. Choose a fertilizer specifically made for shrubs and trees. 

2. Follow the directions to determine how much fertilizer to use for the size of your shrub. 

Be sure to fertilize established, as well as newly planted shrubs, at the proper time. 

1 How to Feed Trees: 

1. Choose a fertilizer specifically made for shrubs and trees. 

2. Follow the directions to determine how much fertilizer to use for the size of your tree. 

3. Fertilize the area under the tree’s drip zone, avoiding the tree trunk. 

Be sure to fertilize established, as well as newly planted trees, at the proper time. 

Product Checklist: 
Soil test 

Fertilizer for shrubs and trees 

Watering can or hose 

Trowel (to work in dry fertilizer) 

Optional: Garden gloves 

http://www.homedepot.com/p/Unbranded-Rapitest-Soil-Test-Kit-1601/203903210
http://www.homedepot.com/b/Outdoors-Garden-Center-Flowers-Plants-and-Trees-Plant-Food-Fertilizer-Shrub-Tree-Fertilizer/N-5yc1vZc5tr
http://www.homedepot.com/b/Outdoors-Garden-Center-Outdoors-Garden-Center-Watering-Irrigation/N-5yc1vZbx83
http://www.homedepot.com/b/Outdoors-Garden-Center-Watering-Irrigation/N-5yc1vZbx4e
http://www.homedepot.com/b/Outdoors-Garden-Center-Garden-Tools-Gardening-Tools/N-5yc1vZc5qw

